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Trust in God 

Dear Community, 

 

We are proud to be a Catholic Primary School enlivened by the spirit of St. 
Mary MacKillop. St. Mary is in many ways our light for the way, as we work to 
make God’s kingdom a reality here on earth.   
 
As we look at the life of St. Mary MacKillop, we see an ordinary woman doing 
extraordinary things for the poorest of the poor. Just like Jesus, Mary cared for 
those whom society shunned.  In her response to the needs of her time, 
“never see a need without doing something about it.” And again, just like 
Jesus, we see in Mary a woman who persevered in the journey of faith despite 
the sufferings she endured. Mary was no stranger to suffering. 
 
In her life Mary experienced hardship and poverty, the death of loved ones, 
sickness, the breakdown of a close friendship and unjust criticism; yet through 
it all she placed her trust in God. 
 
Like Jesus, she found the courage to face life positively and not run from it. She 
is known by the Church as St. Mary of the Cross MacKillop. 
 
As a Catholic school which is very proud of our Catholic identity, we continue 
to ensure our children know who St. Mary MacKillop is for them today, as light 
for Christ. I am very proud of how well our children come to know Mary over 
their time in our school, culminating with, in Year 5, a visit to the Mary 
MacKillop heritage centre in Melbourne and then in Year 6, a trip to Mary’s 
burial place and museum in Sydney. 
 
Please see below an invitation to each and every one of you to visit the Mary 
MacKillop Heritage centre on its Open Day. It is well worth a visit. 
 

Have a good week everybody. 

 

 
Anthony McCluskey 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The wisdom of  

St. Mary MacKillop 

 

“Have patients with 

yourselves when you 

see that you have failed 

and patience with 

others when they seem 

to have done so’’ 

 

16.2.1874 

IMPORTANT   DATES 
 

2016-Term 1 
 

 

 

Tuesday 16 and 

Wednesday 17 

February 

Parent Teacher 

Conversations-see 

information below 
 

 

Monday 29 February 

to Wednesday 2 

March 

Year 5 Camp 
 

Monday 14 March 

Labour Day Public Holiday 
 

Tuesday 15 March 

Preps start Fulltime 

 

Thursday 24 March 

Last Day of Term 1 

Students finish @ 1pm 

 

Friday 25 March 

Good Friday 

http://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/
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PARENT TEACHER MEETINGS 
 
This week you have the opportunity to meet with your child’s classroom teacher. This is a time for you to 
tell your child’s teacher a bit about your child and how you feel they are going so far this year. 
 
I understand some people may have booked an appointment with specialist teachers. They will not be 
available at this time. If you’d like to see a specialist teacher, please make an appointment with the 
particular specialist teacher you wish to see. Thank you. 
 

 

HOMEWORK 
 
Last year we conducted a review of our current practices in the area of Homework and our current 
Homework Policy. We invited feedback on our current practices from parents, carers, students and 
teachers while conducting an investigation into relevant literature and research concerning Homework. 
Thank you again for your valuable contributions into this process.  
 
We respect you as the first educators of your children and value the partnership between school and 
home. As a result, we have produced a new SMMPS Homework Policy which was forwarded home to all 
families yesterday.  
 
We listened to and acted on key feedback from the community along with findings from research 
including:  
● Flexibility for families with busy schedules  
● Set amounts and timing of homework P6  
● Student choice and motivation  
● Differentiation for students with additional needs  
● Keeping homework relevant and useful for students  
● A balanced inclusion of the curriculum  
● Clarity of expectations for all stakeholders (parents, teachers, students)  
● Making homework a cohesive, developmentally appropriate practice P6. 
 
We are confident that this new policy and accompanying guidelines will lead to improved satisfaction in 
homework for our school community. If you require further clarification of the policy, your child’s 
classroom teacher is happy to speak with you or make an appointment to see Denis Johnstone, Deputy 
Principal-Teaching and Learning. 
 

 
The Mary MacKillop Heritage Centre at 362 Albert Street East Melbourne invites parishioners & 
friends to the first weekend Open Day for 2016 on Saturday 20th February from 10.00am – 4.00pm. 
 
Visit the Mary MacKillop Museum, the Chapel where Mary prayed as well as the Gift Shop & 
Refreshments area. 
 
A local guided “Walking Tour” will take place at 11.00am. Everyone is welcome. 
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ASSEMBLY 

We are trialling a new approach to our Weekly Assembly. There will be a whole school assembly and 

level assemblies on rostered Mondays in Mary MacKillop Hall 

WEEK A Whole School 

WEEK B Years 4, 5 and 6 

WEEK C Years 2 and 3 

WEEK D Years Prep and 1 

 

We will publish which year level is having assembly each week in e-News. Next week it is Years 4, 5 

and 6. 

In trialling this approach we hope to more fully engage with each year level, passing on lessons in faith 

and school life at a more age appropriate level. 

Principal’s Awards as we know them, a feature of our assembly, are being modified to complement our 

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support Program (SWPBS).  Our SWPBS is marked by the 3 R’s, 

i.e. all members of our community are expected to be Responsible, Respectful, Resourceful and 

Safe, in all their actions and words. 

As part of our SWPBS, children are acknowledged for their positive behaviours in their classroom 

context. We are currently structuring how we might place the Principal’s Awards into our SWPBS 

program. However, we appreciate the value Principal’s Awards have for the children, hence they will 

exist as we move into the future. Look for more to come. 

 
 

PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 
 

Our first meeting will be held on Thursday 18th February at 9am in the staff room. It will be great to see new 
families join us as we look forward to a fun filled year of events.  
 
PROPOSED EVENTS FOR TERM ONE 
As a lead up to Easter we have decided to have a little fun with the children. Each class will receive a jar 
filled with Easter Eggs. The children will have the chance to guess how many eggs are in the jar. A 
spreadsheet will the have numbers from 1-150 for the children to mark their name against the number of 
their choice. This way there will not be any double ups. 
 
IT’S ALL IN THE GUESS??? HOW MANY EGGS ARE IN THE JAR??? TAKE A GUESS AND THE JAR IS YOURS!!!  

$1 PER GUESS OR 3 FOR $2 
 
Winners will be announced on the last day of term. 
 
Thursday 17th March – St Patrick’s Day – Get creative in something Green – Hats, Ribbons, T-shirts, Ties the 
choice is yours.  Gold coin donation. 
 
Thursday 24th March - Easter Raffle - (Donations would be greatly appreciated. Please drop them to the 
front office). 
 
Thursday 24th March – Casual Day - (Optional): This will be the last day of term. Gold coin donation 
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MUSIC 
 
We are proud to introduce our Music program which commenced last Friday with children in Years 2 and 4. 
However all children in Years 1-6 will be taking part in a 10-week Music program over the year. Whilst it is 
only for half an hour a week over this 10-week block, we are at the beginning of starting something 
exciting for our school which I hope will grow. Ms. Kellie Kimber from Junior Rockers (a music education 
company) is conducting these lessons, with your child’s classroom teacher present.   
 
Junior Rockers 
Curriculum Based Ukulele Program 
 
The Junior Rockers Curriculum Based Ukulele Program is a 10-week program designed to teach students 
the fundamentals of learning an instrument.  Students learn to play the ukulele and sing some of their 
favourite songs. 
 
The program assumes students are beginning with no previous music education, however, students who 
have prior musical experience are given opportunities to extend themselves. 
 
It is relatively simple to learn the basics of playing ukulele.  Thus it is a perfect start for young students 
wanting to learn music.  Owing to it’s simple left hand fingering patterns, more time can be spent focusing 
on learning rhythm, songs and more complex musical concepts rather than simply having to work on the 
physical aspects of playing the instrument. 
 
Learning rhythm is one of the most difficult skills for any new musician to master.  This program puts 
emphasis on rhythm and how it relates to “feel” of music.  Through a series of progressive exercises, 
students gradually learn to play different rhythms and “feels”.  This skill is transferable to every other 
instrument they may go on to learn and also helps students to dance, sing and generally to express 
themselves musically. 
 
The program puts significant emphasis on attainment of the core competencies outlined in both the state 
and national curricula.  By the end of the program, students will have spent time: 

• Rehearsing and performing songs and music they have learnt 

• Develop and practice technical skills and use expressive elements of music in singing and playing 
instruments 

• Learn and use music terminology to express concepts and ideas 

• Identify features of music they listen to, including song structure, tonality and timber 
 
Children in Prep have music lessons each week for 50 minutes in either Semester 1 or 2. This 
semester children in Prep Red and Prep Yellow are engaging in Music lessons. These lessons are 
with Ms. Jennifer Pereira. 
 
This music initiative is an exciting part of our school improvement strategy, adding a wonderful 
extracurricular program for all children in our school. 
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UNIFORM SHOP 
 
Remember, our Uniform Shop is open Tuesday Mornings from 8.30am until there are no more customers.  
Alternatively you can purchase uniforms from Academy Uniforms, 238 Wolseley Place Thomaston, 3074. 
www.academyuniforms.com.au 

 
VACANCIES 

 
For any Family who wants to book a venue for the Year 6 Confirmation, there are still vacancies at Luxor Reception 
Centre. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2016 

 
Term 1 

 

Friday 29 January – Thursday 24 March 

 

NB:  

 Easter Sunday 27  March 

 Reconciliation – Thursday 17 March 

 @ 7.30 pm 
 

Term 2 
 

Monday 11 April – Friday 24 June 

 

NB:  
 21 May- Year 6 Confirmation. 

 

 28 May- Year 3 Eucharist 

 

Term 3 
 

Monday 11 July – Friday 16 September 

 

Term 4 
 

Monday 3 October – Thursday 15 December 
 

(Year 6 finish:  Friday 9 December 2016 with 

Graduation) 
 

CANTEEN 
 
 

Could all parents please note that the cut-off 
for ordering is 8.30am via the website (for 
orders that day) 
Please make sure that you update your 
child’s class for 2016. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CANTEEN 
 
If you’d like to volunteer to work in the 
Canteen, please leave your name at the front 
office. We will then contact you about times 
and days, so we can prepare a roster.  
 

Volunteering in the canteen is a practical way 
in which you can support your school and 
having enough volunteers is essential to 
ensure we can keep the canteen operating. 
 

Canteen Special for next week-Tuesday 
23/2/16 

 

2 x fried dim sims and 2 potato cakes for $4.00 

 

FEES and LEVIES 2016 
 

You should have received a Fee invoice.  We can now 
accept payments at the office. 
 

We recommend that you set up an instalment plan for 
direct debit or credit card.  Could you please get these 
forms back to us as soon as possible 
 
 

Thank you for your support of the school. 
 

http://www.academyuniforms.com.au/
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PARENT PORTAL 
 

The purpose of the PARENT PORTAL is to improve communication between home and school. At this stage our e-
News, letters home regarding events, excursions etc. and your child’s reports are securely available via the PARENT 
PORTAL.  Our School Calendar is also available. As we further construct our PARENT PORTAL you will have ease of 
access to policies and information about our school.  The PARENT PORTAL will also provide the space to update all 
family and child details and you will also be able to access details of your account.  
 

I encourage all parents with access to the internet to utilise the convenience of our PARENT PORTAL. 
 
 

A PARENT PORTAL icon/hyperlink is available on our school website: www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au 
 

A printed letter was sent home yesterday via the mail to all families with a password and login to the PARENT 
PORTAL. 
 

e-NEWS is also available via the Skoolbag App. You can download the Skoolbag App through the App Store (and it’s 
free!). We also send out reminders and information on short notice via the Skoolbag App. 
 

E-NEWS is also available on our website: www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au 
 

 

Ave Maria College-Enrolment Applications Year 7, 2017 
 
Applications for Enrolment for Year 7 2017 are currently being accepted by the College. All families, including families with 
another daughter currently enrolled at the College, must submit an Application for Enrolment.  All applications are considered 
according to the criteria listed in the College Enrolment Policy. 

 

Applications for Year 7 2017 close on 26 February 2016. Late applications are considered in order of receipt. 
 

To organise a copy of the College Prospectus, organise a College tour or for further information, please contact the College 

Registrar, Carmel Brewster on 9331 9308. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/
http://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/
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