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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

   Dear Community, 

As we prepare to farewell each other for the 2018 school year, we 

await with anticipation all that a new year will bring us. 

However, as I remind the children often; we must always say ‘thank-

you’ for all that we have been given and for all the goodness to 

come. In the spirit of our role model, inspiration and patron, St. Mary 

MacKillop, we are called to live with an ‘attitude of gratitude’.  

So with this attitude we pray…. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

  Term 4 
 

Monday 10 & Tuesday 11 December 

School Closures-2019 Planning 

Days 

Wednesday 12 December 

   Christmas Carols at 7.00pm 

Thursday 13 December 

   Year 6-Big Day In 

Friday 14 December 

   9.30am-Whole School Thanks  

    Giving Mass 

    End of Year Reports available  

    on-line 

    Year 6 students finish at 1.00pm  

    (Guard of Honour at 12.45pm) 

    Graduation in Church at 7.00pm 

Wednesday 19 December 

   Year Prep-5 finish at 1.00pm 

  

2019 
Term 1 
 

Thursday 31 January 2019 

    Year 1-6 start at 9.00am 

Monday 4 February 2019 

     Prep start at 9.30am 
 

See 2019 Term Dates below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/


   

  Page 2 of 15 

   
 

 

 

 

O God, we thank you for this earth, our home;  

For the wide sky and the blessed sun, 

 For the salt sea and the running water,  

For the everlasting hills  

And the never-resting winds,  

For trees and the common grass underfoot. 

We thank you for our senses 

 By which we hear the songs of birds,  

And see the splendor of the summer fields,  

And taste of the autumn fruits,  

And rejoice in the feel of the snow,  

And smell the breath of the spring.  

Grant us a heart wide open to all this beauty: 

And save our souls from being so blind  

That we pass unseeing  

When even the common thorn bush  

Is aflame with your glory, O God our creator, 

 Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

Walter Rauschenbusch 
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In gratitude, we say thank you to all teachers and staff for their 

wonderful care and support they offer towards each other and the 

children. I am sincere when I say we have one of the best staff teams 

here at SMMPS! 

I offer my sincerest thanks to our school Leadership Team for their 

dedication and commitment to our school. I acknowledge our 

Deputy Principal, Mr. Anthony D’Amico and thank him for his 

professional support and wisdom and for all he does for our school 

community. 

I must thank our Admin Team. This wonderful team is quietly plugging 

away, achieving so much in keeping the business side of the school 

running. I know they are always available to support our community 

and they also provide much support to me as Principal! Thank you! 

We are very grateful to all of our Parent Helpers. No matter what way 

in which you support our school, whether it be assisting in the 

classroom, attending events, preparing lunches or assisting with our 

many fundraising efforts… Thank-you very much! Your support is 

appreciated.  

Incidentally, our fundraising efforts over this year have raised in excess 

of $20,000. Thank you for your generosity. You will see some exciting 

initiatives next year. 

We say thank you to each of the families in our school that show us 

exceptional trust. We appreciate you choosing to partner with us and 

we look forward to all that is to come as we continue working together 

for your kids. 

And of course, thank you most sincerely to Monsignor Portelli for his 

wise leadership and ongoing support. We are most blest to have 

Monsignor as our Parish Priest. 

With a further ‘attitude of gratitude’ we give thanks for those of our 

community who are moving onto new schools and new experiences 

in 2019. 

FOR THE BOYS AND GIRLS OF YEAR 6 

We trust that no matter what school our Class of 2018 move onto next 

year, each young person will find happiness and friendship as they 

continue on their learning journey. 

Thank you for all you have been for our school and for the many and 

varied gifts you have brought to SMMPS. God’s blessings always. 
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FOR ANY BOYS AND GIRLS WHO ARE MOVING ON TO A NEW SCHOOL 

We hope that each child leaving us to join another school community 

finds happiness and security and settles into their new school well. 

Thank you for the gift you have been to our school 

FOR ALL FAMILIES LEAVING OUR SCHOOL 

Again thank you for trusting us with the care and education of your 

children, no matter how long you have been with us, we trust you will 

have fond memories of your time at SMMPS. 

FOR STAFF MOVING ON: 

Ms. Anne Marie Conte        (SMMPS 09-18) 

Mrs. Nadia Boguz      (SMMPS 10-18)  

Ms. Simone Kyle                    (SMMPS 13-18) 

Ms. Nicole Marevic    (SMMPS 14-18) 

Mr. Eamonn Murphy             (SMMPS 14-18) 

Ms. Madeleine Wright    (SMMPS 17-18) 

Mrs. Miranda McCluskey     (SMMPS 18) 

Mrs. Nancy Greige                (SMMPS 18) 

Mr. Grant Lewis                      (SMMPS 18) 

I acknowledge and thank each of these teachers for their marvelous 

contribution to the life of our school and to the care and education of 

your children. 

I particularly and personally acknowledge Anne-Marie Conte who has 

served as our school Religious Education Leader and has been a 

wonderful leader and manager of so many happenings here in our 

school over the past years… from Sacramental Celebrations to Carols 

to incursions and excursions to school concerts to the Year 6 

Sydney/Canberra experience… and the list goes on. Her wisdom and 

personal support to me, as Principal, will always be appreciated. We 

congratulate Anne-Marie on her senior appointment as Deputy 

Principal at Holy Cross School in New Gisborne.  

Together, we wish each of these fine members of our staff, all the best 

for their personal and professional lives into the future. 

I say to each member of our community that I am sincerely blest to be 

Principal of St. Mary MacKillop Primary School. I live in a constant 

‘attitude of gratitude’ for all you are to me and to each other. 
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PLEASE REMEMBER 

THE SCHOOL IS CLOSED TO THE CHILDREN NEXT MONDAY 10 DECEMBER and 

TUESDAY 11 DECEMBER 2018 

We are committed to preparing for and planning for 2019. 

Thank you for your support. 

 2019 School Dates 

School begins for students in Years 1 – 6 at 9.00am on Thursday 31 January 2019. 

Prep students will begin at 9:30 am on Monday 4 February 2019 

Term Dates 2019: 

Term 1              Thursday 31 January-Friday 5 April 

             (note: Easter 19-22 April) 

Term 2              Tuesday 23 April-Friday 28 June 

Term 3              Monday 15 July-Friday 20 September 

Term 4              Monday 7 October-Wednesday 18 December 

                             (Year 6 students finish on Friday 13th December) 

I look forward to working in partnership with you into the future… and 

have we got big plans for 2019! Watch this space! 

Have a blessed Christmas and a happy and safe New Year. 

May God’s blessings be on each of us. 

 
  Anthony McCluskey 

  Principal 
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