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Upcoming Events
Term 2

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Tuesday 14 and Wednesday 16 May

Dear Community,

Saturday 18 May

I trust all mothers and grandmothers had an enjoyable Mother’s Day
last Sunday. It certainly is a day our kids enjoy as they present the
gifts they have made or purchased from a Mother’s Day Stall. These
little gifts, no matter what they are, together with the cards our
children may have made, become keepsakes that we might
treasure forever.
Thank you to all the Mums and Grandmother’s that came along to
our Mother’s Day Breakfast on Monday morning. It’s a significant
community gathering in the life of our school, so it is good to see so
many families turn up. I know the children appreciate having their
Mums’ and other family members join them for breakfast. And I think
our cooks do a good job of the pancakes and maple syrup!

Year 3 and Year 5 Naplan
Year 6 Confirmation-12.30pm & 3.00pm

Monday 20 May
School Closure Day-see details over
the page
Tuesday 21 and Wednesday 22 May
Year 3 and Year 5 Naplan
Wednesday 22 May
Year 3 Eucharist Family Night at
7.00pm
Saturday 22 June
Year 3 Sacrament of First Eucharist12.30pm and 2.30pm
Friday 28 June
End of Term 2-School finishes at 1pm
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Mother’s Day falls in the month of May, which we also recognise as
the month of Mary, the mother of Jesus. As Catholics, we have
traditionally held a great devotion to Mary. Consider for instance,
how easily ‘Hail Marys’ might trip off our tongue and how often we
spontaneously turn to the mother of Jesus when we need help.
When we are confronted with difficulties in life, we seek refuge in her.
The Rosary, a traditional prayer, in many ways like a mantra, where
we pray an ‘Our Father’ and ten ‘Hail Marys’, provides comfort and
helps nourish our relationship with Jesus and his mother. It is a prayer I
certainly value as it connects me to what really matters in life and
that is my faith as a Catholic and my relationship with God the
Father and the Saints of Heaven. Through the Rosary, I place those
whom I love before the Lord, asking for their care and protection.
So this May, the reminder is there to take up the invitation to pray the
Rosary. It really is a source of comfort and joy.

Have a good week everybody,

Anthony McCluskey
Principal

Woolworths Earn & Learn
SMMPS is collecting the earn & learn stickers.
Please send them to the office. We have spare
sheets if you need them.
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SCHOOL CLOSURE
REMINDER: SMMPS IS CLOSED TO CHILDREN THIS MONDAY 20 MAY.
All staff will be undertaking Professional Learning.
This day will not be held on site here at SMMPS.
So please remember to keep your kids at home or arrange care for them.
On this day, all staff will be involved in undertaking a Professional Learning Day facilitated by
Katrina Bourke, from Katrina Bourke Coaching
We have engaged Katrina in a three-year program whereby she is focusing on 'Functioning
Well and Flourishing in the Workplace.' This program provides for:





individual coaching for staff as requested.
four team coaching days per term. This involves 60 minutes with each team in the
school twice per term.
liaising with leadership about issues identified in the school.
providing a weekly reading for staff.

Katrina will also be completing six sessions with the Year 6 cohort of students on well-being.
This program has been a major investment in the wellbeing of our staff and the effective
functioning of our teams.
The program specifically supports our School Improvement Strategy (2018-2021) under
the Leadership and Management sphere, whereby the identified Goal is:


To build strong partnerships for learning.

The Intended Outcome then becomes:


That the school community will work together in partnership for improved
student outcomes.

This program also supports our School Community sphere, whereby the Goal is:


To develop dynamic partnerships that nurture and enrich learning for all.
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PREP 2020 ENROLMENTS
If you have a child to be enrolled in Prep next year 2020,
please let Kellie know immediately.
We are currently interviewing prospective enrolments for next year, however we need to
finalise our numbers. Please see Kellie now, so we can get organised.

FEES and LEVIES
I appreciate all the families that pay their Fees and Levies up front or in instalments. I also
appreciate any family that talks with us about hardship and works with SMMPS to pay some
regular contribution. Thank you to all our families who take their obligation and responsibility to
pay their way seriously.
As you may be aware, we are continuously updating and improving our buildings and facilities,
so we can give your kids the very best. Have you checked out the Penola refurbishment or our
new playground and soft fall? These projects cost us around $300,000. We now have to pay for
them and ensure we have cash flow in our school!
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We need to now refurbish a very tired and shabby Year 2 and 3 building, which we call Mary of
the Cross. Our Junior Toilets also need a complete refurbishment. We are looking to take a loan
for $500,000 to undertake these projects, however we have to show we have the capacity to
repay any loans we wish to take out.
I will be writing to all families that are not paying their Fees and Levies. I will be reminding them
of their obligation and commitment to pay their way. It is only fair and just when so many
families do make a real effort. I will then be referring families who are not paying to a debt
collector service.
It amazes me when I hear of overseas holidays and see expensive cars in the car park, but still
no Fees and Levies are paid.
Ultimately if we don’t get the Fees and Levies we expect, we will need to start making cuts to
services and programs. First things to go will be excursions and sporting programs followed by
additional programs. Alternatively, I would hate to have to exclude children whose families
don’t pay. It’s not fair on them, as they are only children, but please understand, we need you
to pay your way.

I don’t want to make cuts to staff and increase class sizes, but we are a business and we
need the money you commit to paying when you enrol in our school. We cannot
effectively offer what we do otherwise.
When it is all broken down we only ask $10.06 per child per school day. Come on, that’s
absolutely nothing. It’s two cups of coffee or a trip to MacDonald’s and I have never got
out of McDonald’s under $10.00!
I understand how hard it sometimes can be to find the money. I put three kids through
Catholic primary and secondary schooling and now I am supporting my grandchildren’s
education. No matter the difficulty or stress, I have always paid my way.
SMMPS is a great school with an excellent reputation in the local community and
beyond. SMMPS was independently reviewed in 2017 by the Australian Council for
Educational Research, using the National School Improvement Tool. We were found to
be in the top 6% of Primary Schools nationwide, who have undertaken this particular
review. SMMPS is considered to be a HIGH PERFORMING to OUTSTANDING SCHOOL.
If you continue to pay your way, we can keep striving towards being the best school we
can be for your children.
IT REALLY IS QUITE SIMPLE… COME AND PAY YOUR FEES and LEVIES BEFORE THE END OF
TERM.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
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Canteen Days for Term 2 – Order on flexischools.com.au
Friday 24th May-Cookie Day
Thursday 30th May-Pasta Day
Wednesday 5th June-Subway Day

Friday 14th June-Donut Day
Wednesday 19th June-Hotdog Day
Thursday 27th June-Hamburger Day
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