
Dear Community, 

I often sit and listen to children, family members and staff share their stories. This is more so in a 
time of crisis or in a time of reflecting back on past experiences.  Life brings us as many joys and as 
we all know, many challenges. These joys and challenges can be private and personal. They 
might be family related (and how often is this so true)! They might be to do with our work or 
community involvement. No matter what they are all so real for each of us. 

I came across this verse, which I share with you;  

I walked a mile with Pleasure; 

She chatted all the way; 

But left me none the wiser 

For all she had to say. 

I walked a mile with Sorrow; 

And ne’er a word said she; 

But, oh! The things I learned from her, 
When Sorrow walked with me. 

I am reminded to enjoy the times of ‘pleasure’, and then take the time to reflect and learn from the 
times of ‘sorrow’. Often great lessons or reminders come to us in the most unexpected ways. 
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A  MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRINCIPAL… 
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FRIDAY 9TH AUGUST 

Please remember, the school is closed to children next Friday 9 August 2019. Staff are travelling 
to Sydney to spend a Day Retreat at Mary MacKillop place in North Sydney. Monsignor 
Portelli will be accompanying us and will be celebrating Mass with us at the tomb of St. Mary 
MacKillop. Staff will then be touring Mary MacKillop Museum, which houses many artefacts 
that belonged to Mary and also has displays that tell her story. A Sister of St Joseph, the order 
Mary founded, will present a talk on ‘The Pilgrimage of Mary MacKillop and the life struggles of 
Mary MacKillop and how they relate to our personal struggles today.  

Through this Day Retreat, we look to learning more, so as to enact our School Vision with more 
focus and determination; 

Inspired by the Gospels 

And in the spirit of St. Mary MacKillop… 

We are also specifically focused on the Religious Dimension Goal of our School Improvement 
Strategy; 

To further discover the richness of our Catholic community, inspired by the spirit of St. 
Mary MacKillop. 

We look forward to bringing our learnings back to our students and adapting them to make 
sense in their context today. 

Have a happy week everybody, 

Have a happy term together everyone, full of God’s blessings. 

Anthony McCluskey 
Principal 
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CONGRATULATIONS
We offer our warmest congratulations to James Quinn (IT teacher) and his wife 
Courtney (OSHC Coordinator) on the birth of their baby daughter, Kaia Grace. 

We wish Kaia, Courtney and James a life of many blessings together. 



RE NEWS 

St Mary Mackillop Feast Day -Thursday the 8th August - 12.00pm  
All are welcome to come to mass on this day.  Children will be involved in activities about St Mary 

Mackillop throughout the day. We will also have a sausage in a roll for lunch on this day.  Funds raised 
for this will be donated to the Josephite Sisters at Joseph's Corner.  

Get onto flexischools.com.au to order 

Feast of the Assumption of Mary -Thursday the 15th August - 12.00pm 
All are welcome to come to mass on this day. Cupcakes can be ordered for this day.   Funds raised for 
this will be donated to the Josephite Sisters at Joseph's Corner. Get onto flexischools.com.au to order. 
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BOOK PARADE 
Book Week celebrates Australian authors and illustrators of children’s books.  It’s such a 
wonderful time to immerse children in literature and celebrate books and reading.  Children’s 
Book Week runs from 17th-23rd August.  The theme for 2019 is “Reading is My Secret 
Power”.  Reading is such a powerful skill that allows us to access so much information. 

At St Mary MacKillop, we continue to encourage our students to engage in a range of 
stories: to read them, listen to them, view them, think about them and to share them with others. 
In the upcoming weeks, the children will have the opportunity to view and listen to many of the 
nominated picture story books. 

To celebrate this occasion, we will be having a Book Character Parade on Monday 19th 
August in the hall at 9:00am.  Students are encouraged to come to school dressed as their 
favourite book character.  Spend some time with your children thinking about their costume.  
Be as creative as you wish.  Each grade will parade their costume in front of the school 
community.  We look forward to you joining us on this fun filled day. 

Anna Yorston 

English Leader 
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LEARNING 
TEACHING and
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Term 3 Website Overviews 
Please take a look at our school website to view our online Term Overviews that can be 
located under the Learning and Teaching tab.  These overviews provide an insight into 
the learning that is occurring in all curriculum areas.  Take the time to read and discuss 
them with your child/ children. 
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PRINCIPAL’S AWARD 
	 Congratulations to THOMAS ATKINSON (3 Red) who will be 

receiving a Principal’s Award 

In the spirit of St. Mary MacKillop. Thomas ‘saw a need and did something about it.’  

Thomas saw a student who was crying because he had collided with another student. 
Thomas ran straight to the teacher and took the student to sick bay. 

As reported by Jessica Camilleri, School Captain. 
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Monday 15th July 
School resumes for Term 3 at 9am 

Monday 29th July - Friday 2 August 
Book Fair 
See Flyer 

Thursday 8th August 
Whole School Mass at 12.00pm 

St Mary MacKillop Feast Day 

Friday 9th August 
School Closure Day 

See details 

Thursday 15th August 
Whole School Mass at 12.00pm 

Feast of the Assumption 

Monday 19th August 
Book Week Parade  

See Flyer 

Thursday 29th August 
Father’s Day Stall 

  

Friday 30th August 
Father’s Day Stall  

Father’s Day Breakfast - see form  

Sunday 1st September 
Father’s Day 

Friday 20th September 
End of Term 3  

School finishes at 1:00pm 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 
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CANTEEN TERM 3  
Friday 2 August - Donut Day (ordering closed) 

Thursday 8 August - Sausage Sizzle (St Mary MacKillop Feast Day)  

Thursday 15 August - Cupcake Day (Feast of the Assumption) 
Friday 23 August - Pizza Day 

Thursday 29 August - Cookie Day  
Friday 6 September - Subway Day  

Friday 13 September - Sushi Day (not available to order yet)  
Thursday 19 September - Pie Day (Footy Casual clothes day-gold coin donation)
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