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Dear Community,

As we try to warm ourselves on these chilly days and when the world outside 

seems cold and unwelcoming, the Sacrament of  Communion offers us 

spiritual warmth and nourishment. This sacred act is a reminder of  Christ’s 

unwavering love and sacrifice. Through the Eucharist, we are invited to 

partake in His body and blood, a powerful gesture of  unity and grace.

Communion is not just a ritual; it is a profound expression of  our faith and a 

means of  drawing closer to God. As we receive the Eucharist, we are 

reminded of  Jesus’ words at the Last Supper: “Do this in memory of  me.” 

In these moments, we are united with Christ and with one another, forming 

a spiritual bond that through the act of  Communion brings us closer to 

Christ and each other.

Our Year 3 students, 1 Year 4 student and 2 of  our Year 5 students came 

together on Saturday to celebrate this sacred sacrament. I would like to 

congratulate all the students who made their First Holy Communion on 

Saturday. I am very proud of  the children. They celebrated the Sacrament 

with such reverence and pride. Well done!
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I would like to thank all the staff  and members of  our school 

community who attended and supported our children on Saturday.      

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank  the Year 3  

teachers Linda Marino, Rebecca Micallef, Elyse Whitefield, Laura 

Barui and our Religious Education Leader Natalie Mulford.           

They have put a lot of  planning and preparation in ensuring the 

children were ready and prepared to receive the sacrament.

Of  course I would also like to thank Monsignor Portelli

and Father Vinh who celebrated the Sacrament with us with                   

such reverence and grace. 

And well done to all the boys and girls who engaged in learning       

about the Sacrament of  the Eucharist, they all grew in their 

knowledge and hopefully the appreciation of  the Sacrament. 

Have a great week everyone. 

As Mary MacKillop said on this day in 1867;

“We must teach more by example than by word.”

Anthony D’Amico

Principal
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REMINDERS

• The basketball court is used as a carpark in the morning and afternoon. 

The safety of our children is of utmost importance and therefore I ask that 

you take extra care when driving in the carpark areas. The speed limit is 

5km per hour and there is to be no double parking at all. 

Please only park in the designated parking spots and do not park on the

artificial turf or in pedestrian walk ways. 

Thank you for taking the safety of our children seriously. 

• From time to time our children forget to bring their lunch to school or a 

lunch order is ordered for the wrong day and we ask parents to bring in the 

missing lunch. In order to continue with our healthy eating expectations 

we ask that parents do not bring in take away food such as McDonalds, KFC 

etc. If you do need to purchase lunch for your child we ask that you 

purchase things such as sushi, sandwiches or wraps. 

• The School opens at 8.30am and children can enter the classroom at 

8.50am. Please do not drop children off prior to 8.30am. If you need to 

bring your child to school before 8.30am please book them into the before 

school hours program.

• St Mary MacKillop is a ‘Smoke Free Zone’ and smoking on the school 

grounds in not permitted. According to the law, ‘The Tobacco Act 1987 

bans smoking or vaping on school premises or within 4 metres of any 

pedestrian access point to school premises.’ 

Please do not smoke or vape on the school grounds.

• If your child needs to bring a mobile phone to school it must be 

handed into the teacher in the morning where it will be stored 

in a secured location and returned to them in the afternoon.                      

Please refer to the Mobile phone policy on the school website.

• As there is no supervision on the playground area in the morning, 

the playground is out of bounds and children are not to play on 

the playground before school.

• The front drive through area between the Church and the School 

operates as a drive through zone only before school.

• Due to a few near misses, those who wish to park and bring

their child into class must use the back car park area.

There is now no parental parking in bays outside the front of 

the Church.
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School Attendance

I would like to reinforce the importance of students attending 

school and being present and ready to learn by 9.00am every day.  

Classes begin at 9.00am so we can maximise the learning time 

the students have at school.

When students arrive late, they miss the important whole class 

instruction period and are therefore missing key concepts, 

modelling and information that is vital to their learning.

Please note that if your child/ren are late (after 9.10am), they 

must come to the office to be signed in late.  Parents are not to 

accompany them straight to their classroom.

I also understand that there are times when early departures 

cannot be avoided.  In these cases, I would appreciate if you 

could pick your child/ren up at either 11.00am-start of lunch 

break, 11.45am-end of lunch break, 1.40pm-start of second break 

or 2.20pm-end of second break as picking up during class times 

disrupts the lesson and the other children in the class.

Due to the busy nature of the office and classroom in the 

afternoon, we cannot call children out of class between 3pm –

3.15pm (unless it is an emergency). Please try and collect your 

children in the hours listed above if they must leave early.

Thank you.
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2024 Term Dates

Term 1: 31 January-28 March 2024

(Good Friday 29 March-Easter Monday 01 April)

Term 2: 15 April-28 June 2024

Term 3: 15 July-20 September

Term 4: 7 October-17 December

(Year 6 finish Friday 13 December)
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Upcoming Events 2024  

Term 2: 15 April-28 June 2024

Friday 28 June

Last day of Term 2

Students finish @ 1.00pm

Term 3: 15 July-20 September

Monday 15 July

First day of Term 3-school starts @ 9am

Monday 29 July to Friday 2 August

Book Fair

Tuesday 30 July and Thursday 1 August 

Parent Teacher Conversations-details next term

Thursday 8 August

St Mary MacKillop Feast Day
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Upcoming Events 2024 Continued…..

Thursday 15 August

Feast of the Assumption

Monday 19 August

Book Parade-details next term

Tuesday 3 September

School Closure Day-details next term

Friday 20 September

Last day of Term 3

Students finish @ 1.00pm


