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Staying Connected No. 5, 2022
Hello Everyone,
This communication is largely to keep you up to date with all the wonderful
happenings at our school.
On a positive note, we seem to have spiked with COVID infections and appear to be
on the way down, with very few students with COVID and only one staff member out
at this time. Let’s pray that this trend continues as we move further into our PostCOVID normal world.
Government guidelines change on a regular basis. This is a constant challenge for
school leaders as we try to sort the changes through and apply them. Each week
school leaders of MACS schools across Melbourne meet online with Dr. Mary Oski, a
Director of MACS. Dr. Oski supports us in unpacking the guidelines and answers our
questions. This support is greatly appreciated as we navigate the way forward
together.
At this time, in short, the directions are:
•
•

All children in Years 3-6 must wear masks. (This is due to the low vaccination rate in
this age group.)
Younger children are encouraged to wear masks, but this is not enforced.
(Interestingly enough, the majority of cases of COVID in our school have been in
the younger classes.)

•

•
•

Staff, workers and volunteers at the school must wear masks and be double
vaccinated. (Staff must be triple vaccinated by 25 March. We are still seeking
clarity on workers and volunteers.)
Any visitors entering a building must show proof of vaccination. (There is no
requirement to QR Code.)
We are to avoid large indoor gatherings for school events. (Ironically, the
upcoming sacramental celebrations fall under the guidelines for religious
ceremonies, which are looser than the school restrictions. We still class them as
school events, so we have applied some restrictions at local level under the
direction of our Parish Priest.)

It’s not easy juggling the ever-changing restrictions. However, I sincerely appreciate
the support of this marvellous community as we try and sort it all out. Thank you.
MOVING FORWARD
Assembly and Prayer- We are to recommence an outdoor assembly on a Monday
morning at 9:10am. With our enrolments standing at 538 children; we believe we can
safely spread out on the Assembly area, maintaining some distance. We believe there
is value in: gathering together as a community; praying together; focusing on St. Mary
MacKillop and her wisdom; hearing from me, as Principal, promoting values and
expectations and of course, singing the National Anthem. The assembly happens
outdoors, so the risk is minimal.
We will also recognise a child from each level with a Principal Award. These awards
will be given to children living the school values and the values of St. Mary MacKillop.
Parents are welcome to attend.

ASH WEDNESDAY
Next week we will celebrate Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of Lent. Lent
focuses our attention on the need for reflection, as individuals and as communities.
Inspired by Christ’s life, ministry, sacrifice and resurrection, we are invited to reflect on
what we are doing or not doing that strains or breaks our relationship with God, with
others and with our deepest self.
Monsignor Portelli has recorded an Ash Wednesday Service to support the teachers in
engaging their class in prayer next Wednesday afternoon. Each class teacher will
then sprinkle the children’s heads with ashes to mark the significance of Lent in the
Catholic tradition.
This recording, of our Parish Priest in our parish church, is an important aspect of
reconnecting our children to our parish.
See below for some marvellous happenings and learnings happening in our school….

Have a great weekend everyone and we look forward to a great week next week
together here at our wonderful school.

Anthony McCluskey
Principal

Upcoming Events-Term 1
Tuesday 1 March
Wear Purple Day-Beginning of Lent (see flyer)
Wednesday 2 March
School Photos-Year 1, 2, 5, 6 and sibling photos
Thursday 3 March
School Photos-Year Prep, Year 3, 4 and sibling photos
Wednesday 9 March
Year 3 Reconciliation Family night @ 7pm (online)
Saturday 19 March
Year 6 Confirmation 10.00am and 12.00pm
Monday 21 March-Friday 25 March
Year 5 Camp-Half go Monday and the other half go Wednesday
Thursday 31 March
Year 3 Reconciliation @ 12.00pm
Wednesday 6 April
Year 3 and 4 Communion Family Night at 7pm (online)
Friday 8 April
End of Term 1-children finish @ 1pm

School Photos 2022 – Saint Mary MacKillop Primary School
Annual school photos including sibling photos will be taken at Saint Mary MacKillop Primary
School by Arthur Reed Photos on Wednesday 2nd and Thursday 3rd March 2022.
There is no need to return any forms or money to school.
Unique image codes will be issued to all students on/after photo day so families can register
online to view images when they become available in the web shop.
Registration is simple, just follow the 3 simple steps on your child’s personalised flyer once you
receive it and remember to add the codes for all your children attending this school.
Even if you registered last year, it’s important that you do it again this year using your child’s
2022 image code to link their images for the current year with your contact details.
When images are ready to view and in the web shop, all parents who have registered will be
notified by SMS and email.
Once registered, please wait for notification that 2022 images are online to view before
making your purchase.

