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Staying Connected No. 10 2022 

Hello Everyone, 

This weekend we celebrate Pentecost Sunday. As Christians we believe 

that fifty days after the Resurrection, Jesus sent the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

This is the same Holy Spirit which gave rise to today’s Church.  

Our School Vision Statement calls us to ‘live and celebrate our Catholic 

faith’. This is the faith of our Church, which came into being at Pentecost. 

As Christians and as members of the Church, when we are filled with the 

Holy Spirit, we show the fruits of the Holy Spirit. St Paul tells us that the fruits 

of the Spirit are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity and 

faithfulness. The Holy Spirit gives us the strength and courage to genuinely 

practice these fruits in our everyday life.  

As a community, we ask the Holy Spirit to come upon us and grant us the 

courage to show the fruits of the Holy Spirit in all we do and say, each 

and every day.  In this way, we become authentic members of our 

community. 

http://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/
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School Advisory Council. 

SMMPS School Advisory Council held its first meeting last Tuesday evening. 

Mr. Robert Aaron from MACS conducted an induction and then we 

chatted informally around the direction we would be taking. We also 

elected our Chairperson and Secretary. 

Our SAC members are: 

• Emma Langoulant (Chairperson) 

• Laura Sacchetta (Secretary) 

• Narelle Galea 

• Ana Iacobaccio 

• Michelle Nathanielsz 

• Kirsten Mifsud (Staff Rep) 

• Anthony D’Amico (Deputy Principal) 

• Monsignor Charles Portelli (PP ex-offcio) 

• Anthony McCluskey (Principal ex-offcio) 
 

Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday 12 July 2023. We will provide 

you with a report on each meeting.  
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BUILDING PROGRAM 

We expect the construction of our new library, art studio and digital 

technologies studio to begin next Monday. We welcome onsite, the 

Bowden Corporation who are the builders appointed to construct our 

new building, under the direction of LAW Architects, who have designed 

a contemporary, energy efficient and sustainable building, constructed 

largely of earthy and natural materials, with lots of glass and natural light. 

The expected completion date is mid-January next year, so we hope to 

be moving in and utilising these wonderful facilities early in Term One 

2023. 

 

PARKING 

There is going to be significant disruption to the convenience of the 

parking we have onsite at this time. I am not particularly concerned, 

because ‘it is what it is’, and this new building will be worth some 

disruption. In saying that, however, I have put much thought, consultation 

and planning into how we will manage for the next two terms. 

I will communicate that information to you early next week, once I have 

signed off on the final couple of hurdles we are facing. 

We have another week’s grace parking, so enjoy it! 



St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students 

deserve, as a fundamental right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect. 

 

Have a good week everybody, 

 

 

Anthony McCluskey 

Principal 

COVID IS REAL 

I absolutely urge you to have your child vaccinated against COVID and 

the Flu. Both of these viruses are causing much angst in our school. 

To date this term, we have had 64 children reported to us of having 

COVID. I wonder how many other cases there have been not reported to 

us.  

We have also had 12 staff absent over the term with COVID. This is 

particularly challenging as it is very difficult to find replacement staff. We 

are working hard not to split classes, but we have had to, out of necessity, 

on a few occasions and may well have to do so many more times.  

I am most grateful to the generous staff who step up and help us out 

when needed. Thank you!  We really do have a great staff! 

PLEASE, IF YOUR CHILD DISPLAYS COLD or FLU LIKE SYMPTOMS; keep them 

home, even if they are negative to a RAT.  

I’ve seen many adults and children test negative, but eventually test 

positive, particularly if they go for a PCR. It is better to be cautious! 
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REVISITING HOUSEHOLD CLOSE CONTACT ADVICE 

Household close contacts are advised to: 

-wear a mask when not at home (i.e. at school, inside and out), 

-eat outdoors, away from others, and  

-have 5 negative RATs over 7 days 

 

OR Alternatively, isolate at home for 7 days.  

 

The information can be easily sought at this website: 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/checklist-contacts 
 

Please follow the advice…. We are just trying to keep our community safe and well! 

 

CHILD SAFETY 

At SMMPS ‘we aspire to protect all children under our care, prioritising 

their safety and wellbeing’.  (SMMPS Vision Statement). 

An area of concern, is your children’s use of social media. Quite simply, 

they are legally too young to be on social media, but we know it is a 

reality.  

To this end, we are offering workshops to children, teachers and parents, 

to support them with children’s use of social media.  

Please see attached flyer. 

More on this to come in following editions of ‘Staying Connected’. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/checklist-contacts
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Weekly Principal Awards 
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Upcoming Events-Term 2 

Monday 13 June 

Queen’s birthday public holiday 

Friday 24 June 

Last Day of Term 2-children finish at 1.00pm 

 

Upcoming Events-Term 3 

Monday 11 July 

First Day of Term 3 

Monday 25 July to Friday 29 July 

Prep 2023 Meetings for existing families 

Book Fair 

Monday 8 August 

St Mary MacKillop Feast Day 

Tuesday 9 August 

 Cyber Safety Project Online-see flyer 

Monday 15 August 

Feast of the Assumption 

Monday 22 August to Friday 26 August 

Book Week 
 


