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Monday 15 August, 2022 

Feast of the Assumption of Mary,  

the Mother of Jesus, taken into Heaven. 
 
 

ST. MARY MACKILLOP  

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

152 Odessa Avenue, Keilor Downs, Vic 3038 

www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au 

T: 03 9367 6199  

 

Staying Connected No.14.2022. 

Mary MacKillop’s life story inspires our school community to live out the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

One of the great stories of our Catholic tradition, especially for Australia, is that of the life and charism 
of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. In the introduction of From Humble Beginnings: Commemorating 200 
years of Catholic education in Australia (NCEC 2021), Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP and the Hon Jacinta 
Collins write of Australia’s first saint: 

The figure of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop stands tall in our stories: firstly, a lay teacher in Portland, 
she established the Sisters of St Joseph in Penola and their ministry quickly spread across the continent, 
often to remote and disadvantaged communities, bringing education to Australian children (p. 3). 

There are many communities that have a strong historical and living faith connection to the Sisters of St 
Joseph of the Sacred Heart, including many who have named their parishes and schools after her. Here 
at SMMPS, we proudly share her story, intertwining it with our own stories, shaping how we live out her 
values of care, compassion and respect today. We see that this sharing of such common challenges is a 
‘stepping-stone’ to the whole school community making ‘connections between faith and culture as part 
of living out the Good News and illustrating a dynamic faith supporting all to take action in the 
community and wider Church’. 

 

http://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/
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A life story which has impact upon many Australians right across our country. 

Born in 1842 in Brunswick Street, Newtown (now known as Fitzroy), and spending her early years in 
Victoria, Mary was conscious of the needs and challenges of the lack of education and social support 
experienced by many of the marginalised in society at that time. As a professed Sister of Saint Joseph, 
she was able to attend to their needs by establishing schools, orphanages and homes for the needy. In 
living her life, Mary had an impact upon the lives of many Australians, beyond the Catholic population, 
across our country. 

On Monday 8 August, we proudly celebrated the Feast of Saint Mary MacKillop. It was a great day of 
celebration. See below for some details and photos of this happy day in the life of our school. 

We are grateful to Mrs. Stephanie Taylor, our Religious Education Leader for organising such a 
celebratory day and we extend that gratitude to all our staff who supported the activities on the day 
and to the children who fully entered into celebrating the day. Thanks also to our supportive Mums, 
Skye and Natalie, who helped out with the BBQ lunch. 

As has been an annual event for many years, our Year Six students travel to Sydney each year to visit 
Mary MacKillop Place in North Sydney, where there is a museum that tells the life story of Mary 
MacKillop. The students also visit the sacred space; the room where she died and have time to pray at 
her tomb. Many past students have told me, this experience was highlight of their time with us.  

In 2017, our school joined a liturgy in North Sydney, where we, along with other schools in Mary 
MacKillop’s name and the Josephite tradition, poured a capsule of soil, taken from our school sites into 
a shared space in the garden, near Mary’s tomb. This symbolic gesture represents our shared 
connection to Mary MacKillop.  

  

Unfortunately, due to COVID restrictions we have been unable to travel for the past two years, so the 
Classes of ‘20 and ‘21 lost the opportunity to travel to North Sydney with the school. We have, however, 
planned for this trip to occur in November this year. All things going well; the trip should move forward. 
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Invitation to prayer 

O God, source of all goodness, 
You have given us Saint Mary, 
a woman of faith living by the power of the Cross. 
We pray in thanksgiving for her life and her influence in our lives. 
We pray for all those who have been influenced by Mary to work for the common good. 
We pray to have the respect for the marginalised and abandoned that Mary showed in her life. 
God of hope, hear our prayers and our hopes spoken aloud and held in our hearts. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, friend of the marginalised. Amen 
 

Have a good week everybody, 

 

Anthony McCluskey 

Principal 

Upcoming Events-Term 3 

Term 3: Monday 11 July-Friday 16 September 2022 

Monday 15 August 

Feast of the Assumption 

Thursday 18 August 

Cyber Safety Project-Yr. 4, 5, 6 and staff 

Monday 22 August to Friday 26 August 

Book Week (Parade-Tuesday 23 August) 

Monday 29 and Wednesday 31 August 

Father’s Day Stall 

Tuesday 30 August 

School Closure Day-Faith Formation 

Friday 16 September 

Last Day of Term 3 

Students finish at 1.00pm 
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BUILDING PR0GRAM and TRAFFIC FLOW 

The site fences are erected and sheds onsite, so the ground works for our new building 

are imminent. Ground works are expected to start on 29 August 2002.  Our new library, 

visual arts studio and digital technologies studio will be state of the art and add value 

to our learning community, as a space to gather, learn, discover and create.  

I am very grateful for your positivity and support with the restricted parking out back. 

The traffic is flowing well and drivers are taking care, Thank you. 

We need however, to remain aware of how we use our front car park. No ‘pleases’ this 

time; just don’t leave your car unattended double parked. I turn a blind eye to drivers, 

double-parked, waiting to collect children, but you must be prepared to let cars exit 

who are parked in bays. All we need is a little patience, kindness and care. 

I also remind you that the drive through, which operates in the morning must keep 

flowing, so once again, I refer you to the diagram below. If cars are banked up to the 

gate and over the crossover, simply drive on. Council and VicPol will not allow cars to 

be queued onto Sunshine Avenue. Thank you for your support.  

 

 

 Principals Awards 
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BOOK FAIR 

We have had a very successful book fair, so thank you to all students, 

parents & families who supported the book fair. 

Staff & students purchased just over $11,000 worth of books & variety items. 

The school will receive $3,900 commission to purchase new books from 

Scholastic. 

Thanks must also go to all the staff for their support especially Jenny Melki. 

Thanks also to Jenny Brittain, Natalie, Matilda & Chelsea who assisted at 

different times during the book fair. 

Unfortunately, there has been a delay with student orders but hopefully 

they will arrive soon. 

Thanks again everyone. 

Denise Thorne 

Library Technician 

 

 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND 

An opportunity to spend a weekend improving your communication. 

This experience gives married couples the tools to keep your passion alive in a gentle, nurturing 

environment, away from pressures and distractions of daily living. 

The weekend we offer is based around Catholic values but couples of all faiths are welcome. 

Please check our website for more details. 

 

Next on-line weekend is on 19 – 21 August 2022 in the comfort of your own home. 

Next Non-Residential weekend is on 22 – 23 October 2022 in Niddrie 

Information/Bookings: Phone Mercy & James 0409 183 676 or 

Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au    Website: wwme.org.au 

 

 

mailto:vicbookings@wwme.org.au
http://www.wwme.org.au/


 

St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students deserve, as a fundamental 

right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect. 

 



 

St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students deserve, as a fundamental 

right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect. 

 



 

St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students deserve, as a fundamental 

right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect. 

 



 

St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students deserve, as a fundamental 

right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect. 

 


