
 

St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students deserve, as a fundamental 

right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect. 

 

Thursday 20 October, 2022 
 
 

ST. MARY MACKILLOP  

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

152 Odessa Avenue, Keilor Downs, Vic 3038 

www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au 

T: 03 9367 6199  

 

Staying Connected No.17.2022 

Hello Everyone, 

Mary MacKillop wrote, “Take on fresh courage with hope.” When we experience any 

personal challenges, we need to heed this wisdom from Mary. 

 

On Monday 17 October we remembered the 12th Anniversary of Mary MacKillop’s 

canonisation in Rome. Above is Mary’s image adorning St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome at 

the time of Mary’s canonisation.  

 

http://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/
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SCRIPTURE 

The Spirit of our God is upon me; 

because the Most High has anointed me 

to bring good news to those who are poor. 

God has sent me to proclaim liberty to those held captive, 

recovery of sight to those who are blind, 

and release to those in prison. (Luke 4:18) 

 

The Spirit of God was certainly upon Mary MacKillop; she was anointed by God, to 

bring the good news to the poor… 

Mary stood present among the poorest of the poor. She stood in solidarity with those 

who were the victims of any form of disadvantage, marginalisation and exclusion.  

She responded with compassion and sought to liberate, by addressing injustice. 

Despite the many personal challenges Mary encountered, she always took on ‘’fresh 

courage with hope’’. 

I am confident that the lesson for us, when facing challenges, that are often stressful 

and hurtful, is to, “Take on fresh courage with hope”. 

Have a courage filled week everybody! 

 

 

Anthony McCluskey 

Principal 

 

Student Absentees 

It is school policy that if your child is away from school for any reason that you must 

advise us.  We are no longer using the skoolbag app.  

You are required to email us your child’s name, class, dates of absent and reason why. 

The email address is absent@mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au 
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Upcoming Events-Term 4 

Term 4: Monday 03 October-Friday 16 December 2022 

Tuesday 01 November 

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Monday 07 November-Friday 11 November 

Year 6 Camp-Half will go Monday 07 and the other Wednesday 09 

Monday 14 November to Wednesday 16 November 

Year 4 Camp 

Wednesday 16 and Thursday 17 November-Session 1 

Prep 2023 Orientation and Information Sessions 9.15am to 11.00am 

(Please note change of dates-letters will go out this week) 

Wednesday 23 and Thursday 24 November-Session 2 

Prep 2023 Orientation and Information Sessions 9.15am to 11.00am 

Monday 05 December 

School Closure Day-2023 Planning Day 

Tuesday 06 December 

Annual Christmas Carols at 11.30am in the church 

Thursday 08 December 

2023 Prep Meet the Teacher 

9.30am to 10.30am 

Wednesday 14 December 

Year 6 finish at 1.00pm 

(Guard of Honour at 12.45pm) 

Year 6 Graduation 

7:00pm in the Church 
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Friday 16 December 

Year Prep to Year 5 finish at 1.00pm for 2022 

 

Principals Awards 

 

THE PARENTS GROUP 

The Parents Group is an informal group of parents that volunteer their time and skills, 

when able, to assist with fundraising. An advantage of this group is the ability to form 

connections and build social relationships.  Mums, Dads and any person connected to 

families within the school can offer their time, skills and support. 

As we move back into a more ‘normal’ lifestyle, as COVID restrictions have eased, we 

generally look to meeting each fortnight. 

Connie Simiele and Kellie Doherty support the Parents Group, by offering the school 

perspective and assisting with arranging supplies for events when needed.  

Meeting dates for Term 4, 2022: 

27th October, 2.30pm, 10th November, 2.30pm, 24th November, 2.30pm and  

8th December, 2.30pm. 
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CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

Last week, I forwarded home an explanation as to why it is not practical or feasible to 

hold the Christmas Carols, as has been past practice at SMMPS. 

However, we are grateful to Monsignor Portelli, who has offered the Church as a venue 

for Christmas Carols this year. A benefit of the location is that the Carols can be 

recorded and viewed later. This recording can be downloaded. Instructions will be 

made available at a later date.  

The venue will be crowded with the children and visitors present; however, we will have 

chairs in the foyer and outside with screens streaming the Carols. 

The Carols will be held at 11:30 am on Tuesday 6 December 2022. 

This is the best way we can ensure we have whole school event at minimum cost and 

distraction. 

Thank you for your support and understanding. 
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