Monday 03 April , 2023

SAINT MAA(:
KILLO
PRIMARY SCHOOL

ST. MARY MACKILLOP ;
PRIMARY SCHOOL

152 Odessa Avenue , Keilor Downs, Vic 3038

www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au
T:03 9367 6199

Staying Connectet]20&8

Warm Greetings,

The fast-paced nature of our world today often leaves us feeling overwhelmed and
stressed, with an ever -growing to -do list that never seems to end. From  juggling work,
family, social commitments, and personal responsibilities, it can be challenging to find a
moment of respite in our busy lives. The constant pressure to be productive and

efficient in our daily lives can take a toll on our mental and physica | health, leading to
burnout and exhaustion.

However, as we enter into one of the most important and solemn times in the Catholic
liturgical calendar - Holy Week; we are invited to take time to slow down. This is a week
of deep reflection and spiritual ren  ewal as we commemorate the passion, death, and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.

As we move through Holy Week, it is important to remind ourselves and our children

about the significance of this holy time. Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, the day
that Jesus entered Jerusalem to a warm welcome from the crowds, who greeted him
with palm branches and cries of "Hosanna!".

The following days of Holy Week are marked by special liturgies and services that help
us to enter more deeply into the events of Chr ist's Passion. On Holy Thursday, we
commemorate the Last Supper, where Jesus instituted the Eucharist and the
priesthood. This is followed by Good Friday, a day of solemn reflection on the suffering
and death of Jesus on the cross. Finally, on Holy Saturda vy, we prepare for the
celebration of Easter by observing a day of quiet and prayerful waiting.
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The pinnacle of Holy Week is, of course, the celebration of Easter Sunday, the day
when we rejoice in the triumph of Christ's resurrection over death. Itis a time of great
joy and hope, as we celebrate the victory of life over death and light over darkness.

As we journey through Holy Week with our children, let us take time to reflect on the

meaning of these events in our lives. Let us pray together as a famil y, attend the special
liturgies and services, and make time for quiet reflection and meditation. Let us also

reach out to those in need, offering our support and compassion as a sign of the love

of Christ that we celebrate and proclaim during this holy tim e.

May the peace and blessings of this Holy Week be with you and your family.

T
Holy Week

As we continue our learning journey together, it's important to pause and reflect on the
countless blessings that we receive from our school and its community. Our school is
more than just a place of education, it's a place of fellowship, growth, and spiritua I
development. We are fortunate to be part of a community that values our faith in

Christ and strives to create an environment where we can deepen our relationship with
God.

In this community, we are surrounded by teachers, staff, parents, students and pe ers
who support us and challenge us to be our best selves. We are encouraged to be

active participants in the life of our school and to give back to our community through
service. As we navigate the challenges and joys of the academic year, let us take a
moment to express our gratitude for the many blessings that we have received from

our school and its community.

Together, we are a community that values excellence, integrity, compassion, and

service, and we are grateful for the ways in which these values have shaped us .
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TODAY
WE WERE
JUST
ORATEFUL |
FOR
EVERYTHING

As Mary MacKillop so wiselywrote, oHave an attitudel8®f gratitude
We have much for which to be grateful.

Have a happy Easter and school holidays everybody. We will see you all on our return
to school for Term 2 on Wednesday 26 April 2023

N lasbrn

Anthony Mc McCluskey

Principal
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Congratulations to all the girls and boys in Year 6 who were Confirmed in the Holy  Spirit
on Saturday 18 March . This was special day in the faith journey of these young people
as they each said, 06 y et @od in their lives.

We thank Bishop Martine Ashe who conferred the sacrament upon the children. We

also thank our Parish Priest and f aith leader, Monsignor Charles Portelli and our assistant
priest, Fr, Marcus Golding , who supported the school and these young people as they

were confirmed.

My sincerest thanks also go to Natalie Mulford, who has Religious Education Leader, did
much work in preparing for the celebration.  Whilst this a significant moment in the
understanding and the faith journey of the children; the event itself is very much a
performance. The liturgy has ancient and contemporary elements that must be

observed. The ch ildren were prepared very well and knew exactly what was required.

The ceremony itself went off very smoothly.

Thank you to Bree Artuso, Steph Adam and Ross Botoulas for their efforts and work in
preparing the students. Much planning and time wentinto  the lessons and practice to
ensure the candidates had an understanding of the significance of the sacrament. |

know, when | spent time with the Year Six class; it was clear, through responses to my
guestioning, that they = knew what the sacrament meant for them.

| am extremely proud of my staff  for their commitment they show to your children.

Be

Filled.
Hloly Spirit

Congratulations to the children in Year 3 who celebrated their First
Reconciliation on Thursday 30 March. Thank you again to Natalie Mulford and
the teachers of Year 3; Linda Marino, Alyshia Crea and Elyse Whitfield for
preparing the children so well.

This was a significant moment for these young people. | am very proud of them.
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Blessings ToYou

ovr First

Reconciliation
And our gratitude IS bou
At the end of 2022 a number of our stafftook par ent al | eaveeée Qur

congratulations are extended to;
Stephanie and Andrew Taylor on the birth of
Mia
14 October 2022
Madison and Calvin Barlow on the birth of
Eva Bernadette
16 January 2023
Samantha and Aaron Bartolo on the birth of
Luca Paul
07 February 2023
Rebecca and Julian Micallef on the birth of
William Anthony
05 March 2023

We pray these precious children and their families are blessed with
happiness and health.

right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect.



FAREWELL

We say farewell to a number of staff who are leaving us this term:
Catherine Brawn- First Aid Officer (2019 to 2023)

Serena Burr- LSO (2023).

We particularly thank Catherine for her dedica
she responded to First Aid each day. Often Catherine simply needed to lend an ear. We will
miss her care, concern and the joy she brought to our school and office area.

PREP ENROLMENTS 2024

It is time to enrol your children for Prep 2024. We already have 54 enrolments
submitted for 2024. We are committed to taking 75 children, creating three
classes of Prep at 25 children in each class.

Of course, siblings will be accepted if eligible. We need to know how many
siblings we might have, so we can offer places to other families.

Enrol nowée

Go to our website https://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/
1Click on OENROLMENT | NFORMATI ONG6 | i nlk
1Once redirected tofohemad2024 aRdegi mel |
on the St Mary MacKillop Prep Online Application link
https://app.digienrol.com/user/signup

1 Create an account and proceed to fill out the online application form

or call Kellie on 9367 6199 for assistance.

TERMTWO DATES

Wednesday 26 April 2023 - Friday 23 June 2023

Staff will return on Monday 24 April, where we will be meeting at a conference centre
in Parkville to revisit our School Vision as recommended in our school review last year.

Katrina Bourke , our school coach, will be leading us through this process.

Tuesday 25 April is a Public Holiday.

St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students deserve, as a fundamental
right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect.



CANTEEN

We will be opening a canteen service online in Term 2 of this year. We welcome to our
school , Queen Baker who will be supplying, what looks like a n exciting menu. See
below .

Food can be ordered and paid for on the App (Qkr), see below. It will be prepared
offsite and delivered to school by 10:30am each morning, M onday to Friday.

We will need to create a roster of volunteers to distribute to the lunches to class tubs at
10:30am each morning for 20 minutes or so.

MENU
SANDWICHES/WRAPS/ROLLS:

Chicken <chnitzel, Lettuce and Cheese $6.50
Cheese and Salad $5.00

Chicken, Lettuce and Cheese $6.00

Tuna, Lettuce and Mayo $5.50

Salami and Salad $6.00

Salad $4.50

Ham and Salad $6.00

Egg, Lettuce, Mayo $5.50

TOASTIES:

Tomato and Cheese $4.00

Salami and Cheese $4.50

Ham, Cheese and Tomato $5.00
Ham and Cheese $4.50

Cheese $3.00

HOT FOOD ITEMS:

Tomato Sauce Sachet .30c ea ch
Vegetable Pastie $6.50

Hot Dog $4.50

Hot Roast Chicken Wrap $6.50
Quiche Lorraine $6.50

Penne Bolognaise $6.00

Jumbo Sausage Roll $6.50
Halal Hot Dog $5.50

Chicken Tender Wrap $4.50
Chicken S ch nitzel Burger $6.50
Beef Pie $6.50

Beef Burger $6.50
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SUSHITWIN PACK:

Crispy Chicken

Cooked Tuna

Chicken Teriyaki

$8.00 for the twin pack

CAKE SLICE BITESubes

$3.00 each, flavours are on rotation

Principal Awards

§ A AT

PRINCIPAL'S AWAR!
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For quicker, hassle-free school
payments, try Qkr! today

, masterpass

Introducing Qkr! (pronounced ‘quicker') by Mastercard, the
secure and easy way to order and pay for school items from
your phone at a time and place that suits you.

With Qkr you can:

B Order and pay for your child's lunches, reducing the need
to bring cash to school;

$1000

oonations £ orade 2 Author visit sse00

B Pay for a variety of school items;

$10800

B See your receipts on the app and get them sent by
email if required. '

\ et

S ——

Getting started is easy - try it yourself today

Step 1 Download Qkr!

on your Android phone or iPhone. iPad Search for our school name
users can download iPhone app ,

AVAILABLE FOR ANDROID
?» Google play D M’l‘»ﬁ?}%& (

eee00 MCF

Step 2 Reg ister If you have made a ' = @t | @ masarens

Select your Country of Residence as pumhase you can Discover Offers Activity
'Australia’ and follow the steps to register select OIII'_SChﬂﬂl U
from ‘Previous

I. t i f ur Schoo
ocamn\\') u ‘;@o School

Step 3 Find our school

Our school will appear in ‘Nearby Locations'
if you're within 10kms of the school, or

> 2 Quicker Primary School
search for our school by name. /_\ K

9
If you're within 10
kms of the school, Quicker School
tep 4 Register your children you can select our
Step egistery gie school from
When first accessing our school you will ‘Nearby Locations’ .
be prompted to add a student profile for Ry \Vorldwide School

= & SCHO "L
your child. This allows you to make orders

and payments for them.

Sanford school

S 15

|

=5 A
L+
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Qkr! ‘ , masterpass

Add your children's details in Student Profiles

$16.00

£8 8 5030530

Our Sehool

Manage each
child’s details in
Student Profiles

Tap to change
the date you
are ordering for

-

Select Add each
“Add student profile’ O child's details
—
l [ I
\ J \ ] \
Order meals Tap the green
) _ hox toview . Select a date
([ \ yourreceipt (.= \forachildand [ .
\' FREITF or to cancel | PN
anorder
Select a menu
from our canteen —~
b - Tap ‘Repeat
e order’ to
— copy all paid
| — | | . orders from |
\ ) \ ) oneweekto \
the next
Making payments Add up to 5 cards to your wallet
(’ R )
'

Tap to change
the child you are
ordering for

Product Neme

S
)" Tap ‘Checkout
then confirm and pay

At checkout select which card to
pay with.

Pay with any cards accepted
by the school.

Once your payment is approved you
can continue to the home page, or
view your receipt.
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The Prep children have been learning about how we can develop a relationship with God through
prayer. They have been learning how to make the Sign of the Cross and how to recite the Our
Father and Hail Mary traditional prayers.

They made prayer mats and special objects
and learnt how to use these to help them pray
with their families at home:

e A cross: to remind us that Jesus is
with us all the time

e A candle: to remind us that Jesus’
light is with us and in us

e Prayer Beads: to help them pray for
different people and things in their
lives.
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Religious Education in Year 1

Term 1

The Year 1 students have been
exploring the significant sacred
spaces of the church and made
connections to deepen their
relationship with God.

15/3/23
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They listened to and told

the Holy Week stories 10
at-—tesus lrecause learn more about Jesus
relationship with the people
He met.
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Religious Education in Year 2
Term 1

The Year 2 students
have been exploring
significant celebrations
and events in the
liturgical year, with a
focus on Lent and
Easter.

They have investigated the signs and symbols
related to Baptism and the Eucharist, making
connections to their own lives and celebrations in
the Church.

o200 cape v
erse )

| wonder how to Keep
God's love alive in our
homes, School and world...

| wonder how we can

Come Closer fo Jesus

aLer U

60 B
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Religious Education in Year 3

Term 1

Students learnt about the symbols
and rituals associated with the

: Sacraments of Initiation and

~ considered why the sacraments are

: important to Catholics.

b
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They explored the importance of forgiveness
in their lives, in preparation for the
Sacrament of First Reconciliation.

Congratulations to the Year 3 Students who
received the Sacrament of Reconciliation on
30th March.
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Religious Education in Year 4
Term 1

The Year 4 students have been learning
about personal and traditional prayer,
the different formats in which we can
pray and the significance of prayer as a
Catholic person of faith.

They have explored how the
Sacraments of Initiation are celebrated
in the Church and reflected on their
own experiences of these.

They have investigated the traditional prayers and rituals of
the Catholic Mass and considered how the Mass can help us
develop as people of faith.
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Meditation in 4 Green

Aidan Atkinson - 4G

. ‘ How does meditation make you feel?
4 Green have b een WO rklng Wlth Meditation makes me feel more calm and relaxed which helps me do my work better.
their te aCh er Ml SS B arUi and M I's How has your experience with meditating changed/evolved during this term?
MulfOI'd on theiI' Cath01ic My experienced has changed over time as at the start we were doing meditation for 30

seconds now and it was hard to focus and now we do it for 5 minutes and it's easy.

meditation practice on Thursday
mOI'nll.lgS i Here a}re some Of thel_r Meditation helps me build my relationship because | chant the word Maranatha and it
reflections of their term of learning [
to meditate.

How does meditation help you strengthen your relationship with God?

Angelo
How does meditation make you feel?
Meditation makes me feel calm and relaxed and it makes me feel good.

How has your experience with meditating changed/evolved during this term?
Over the term | have practised to meditate for longer. | have practised sitting still.

How does meditation help you strengthen your relationship with God?
To feel God’s presence

Elijah

How does meditation make you feel?
Meditation makes me feel calm after i get used to it after a few minutes but now im am really calm.

How has your experience with meditating changed/evolved during this term?
It has made me feel more concentrated at staying still and{ have changed a lot by trying to stay still and
meditate for longer. . S

How does meditation help you strengthen your relationshipwith God?
By listing to his voice in your heart. :

Poppy

How does meditation make you feel?
Meditation makes me feel very cram and very relaxed.

How has your experience with meditating
changed/evolved during this term?

At the start of meditation I was finding it hard to still my
mined and now I am very good at making my mind still. We
have meditated longer each time we have done meditation. We
are still practising staying very still.

How does meditation help you strengthen your
relationship with God?
We are listening to God whispers
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Religious Education in Year 5
Term 1

The Year 5 students have been
learning about how the Catholic
Mission is lived out.

They explored the Fruits of the Holy
Spirit and made connections to how
these are shown in their own lives.

They also investigated the life and
work of St. Mary MacKillop, and
created sculptures to show how these
Fruits demonstrated her living of the
Catholic Mission during her time.

Check out their sculptures and their
writing about how St Mary MacKillop
showed the Fruits of the Holy Spirit
alive in her.
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’F SAiNt WARY WACKILLOP AVID FRUIS if
tHe yoLy Spibit

’ Saint Mary MacKillop showed kindness by helping those
in need especially women and the poor.

Saint Mary MacKillop showed faithfulness by trusting in
God and living her life to follow in the word of God.

Saint Mary MacKillop showed goodness by giving unto
/ others. She never asked for anything for herself. Insteac
she was selfless and gave much of her money and

possessions to those in need.
~Saint Mary MacKillop showed paticnce by believing in
those that argued against her and what she was trying
to do for those in need. She never got angry and instez
showed patience by believing that in time God would te

her whatshe needed to do.

'odr]ess to others. To not want things 1
her give to those in need. | am inspired
d“show more faithfulness to his

SRR
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