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Greetings everyone! 

The Feast of Pentecost (28 May) invites us to be attentive to the movement of the Holy 

Spirit. 

The disciples of Jesus had experienced a series of dramatic highs and lows – they had                        

seen Jesus die, come back to life, and ascend to heaven. What happened next? 

Jesus had promised to send the Holy Spirit. Though the disciples had the hope of his 

promise, they were living in a time of uncertainty. Then one day, the Holy Spirit came to 

them: there were all in one place together.  And suddenly there came from the sky a 

noise like a strong driving wind, and it filled the entire house in which they were. Then 

there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each one 

of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. 

 

http://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/


 

St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students deserve, as a fundamental 

right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect. 

The Holy Spirit, is after all, Christ’s Spirit; a paraclete, i.e., a helper. The Holy Spirit helps us in 

our journey, sometimes struggle, to live a Christian life.  

Pentecost is a day to honour the many gifts of the Spirit alive in the hearts of women and 

men seeking to live in service of those in most in need and be the voice; the hands and 

feet of Christ today. Through the Holy Spirit, God continues to gift us, the presence of God 

in our world.  

May our hearts be open as the Spirit stirs within us the call to new understandings of what it 
means to be a neighbour, new ways of being the people of God and new ways of embodying 
peace in our world. 

Come Holy Spirit, pour your love into our hearts so that like the first disciples we will courageously 
witness by our actions to the Gospel way of life.  

 

 

On Saturday of this week; many of the Catholic children in Year 3 are receiving their First 
Holy Communion. We celebrate with these children and hope that they will receive Holy 
Communion on many more occasions throughout their life. 

I know the Eucharist (Holy Communion) is my lifeblood in staying true to my faith. The 
Eucharist really is ‘the bread of life.’  

So, take your children along to Mass and encourage them to receive the Eucharist as often 
as possible. It will really do them a world of good, as it does for me. 

Have a good week everybody. 

 

 

Anthony McCluskey 

Principal 
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OUR NEW BUILDING 

Our new Library, Visual Arts Studio and Digital Technologies Studio is on track for completion by 
the beginning of Term 3. The building is locked up and the painters are inside. We have just 
finalised some landscaping issues and requirements; so, we expect to take possession early next 
term. And we will have our rear carpark back too! Here’s hoping! 

 

 

ENROLMENTS 2024 

 

I am very proud to say that St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is absolutely the school of choice in our 

local area. We received 100 applications for Prep 2024.  

 

The programs we offer, the culture of our school (many prospective parents commented on the 

positive ‘vibe ‘of our school), the facilities we offer, our student-initiated inquiry and our outstanding 

NAPLAN results (which are significantly higher than any public or private school in the area) all 

contribute to SMMPS being a school of choice. And of course, our exceptionally talented and caring 

staff who work with me, as a team, provide the best for your children.  

 

Unfortunately, though, I had the regretful decision, whereby I am committed to keeping our Prep 

classes at three streams, so many applications for Prep were knocked back. I personally found this 

decision very difficult.  

 

I based my decision on the MACS Enrolment Policy, reminding you that MACS is our governing body. 

The order of priority for MACS primary schools is:  

 

1. Catholic children who are residents of the parish  

2. siblings of children already enrolled in the school  

3. Catholic children who are not residents of the parish but are recognised as parishioners by the 

parish priest  

4. Catholic children from other parishes (for pastoral reasons)  

5. children from non-Catholic Eastern churches (i.e., Greek Orthodox, Coptic Orthodox, Ukrainian 

Orthodox, Russian Orthodox, Serbian Orthodox and other Orthodox) who are residents of the parish  

6. children from non-Catholic Eastern churches (i.e., Greek Orthodox, Coptic Orthodox, Ukrainian 

Orthodox, Russian Orthodox, Serbian Orthodox and Other Orthodox) who reside outside the parish  

7. other Christian children who are residents of the parish 

8. other Christian children who reside outside the parish  

9. non-Christian children who are residents of the parish  

10. non-Christian children who reside outside the parish. 

 

We look forward to welcoming our new Prep children next year. 
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Principal Awards 
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SCR Meeting 

We had an SRC meeting and Samuel Pollino from 4Y came to talk to us about his open heart 

surgery. He showed us his scar where his rib was cut open in a 5 hour operation to fix the holes 

in his heart. During this time Hearts Kids Foundation supported him and his family. So in return we 

thought it would be great to do a fundraiser towards them since they helped someone in our 

school community. We are going to dress up as a superhero/hero and bring a donation. We are 

aiming to raise $1500 for this charity. 

HeartKids is the only national not-for-profit organisation solely focused on supporting and 

advocating for all people impacted by childhood heart disease, one of the largest causes of 

infant death in Australia.  Its purpose is to make a real and lasting impact for the Congenital 

Heart Disease (CHD) community. 

They seek to give every child, teenager, and adult in Australia with congenital or childhood 

acquired heart disease a fighting chance to live a long, healthy, and fulfilling life. 

Our support is a commitment for life because there is no known cure. People with 

congenital heart disease face unique challenges for their entire life. 

https://www.heartkids.org.au/page/119/congenital-heart-disease
https://www.heartkids.org.au/page/119/congenital-heart-disease
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SMMPS Upcoming Events….. 

Term 2: 26 April-23 June 2023 

Saturday 3 June 

Year 3 Holy Communion 10am and 12pm 

Wednesday 7 June 

Prep 2024 Acceptance of offers due 

Monday 12 June 

King’s Birthday- Public Holiday 

Friday 23 June 

End of Term 2-Students finish at 1.00pm 

Term 3: 10 July-15 September 2023 

Monday 10 July 

First day of Term 3 

Monday 17 July 

School Closure-details soon 

Monday 24 July to Friday 28 July 

Prep 2024 Interviews-Existing Families 

Tuesday 25 July and Wednesday 26 July 

Parent Teacher Conversations 

Tuesday 8 August 

St Mary MacKillop Feast Day 

Tuesday 15 August 

Feast of the Assumption 

Monday 21 August 

Book Week Parade 

Friday 15 September 

End of Term 2-Students finish at 1.00pm 


