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  Hello Everyone, 

Welcome back to Term 3 at SMMPS! 

We have a busy term ahead… 

Firstly, I remind you of the School Closure, next Monday 17 July 2023. Our school review 

which was completed last year, identified the teaching of Scripture in the classroom, as a 

necessary component of our planning as we move forward. Already we have undertaken a 

number of staff meetings where we have examined how we teach Scripture. Fr. Elio Capra, a 

renowned scholar and theologian will be leading us in full day professional learning next Monday, 

to further this learning.  

I understand the inconvenience this day maybe to some families, however the current Melbourne 

Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS) industrial agreement allows 4 days of school closure per 

year for professional learning. I sincerely appreciate your support as we implement this aspect of 

our agreement. 

Ultimately the children benefit and the effective teaching of Scripture is essential to ensuring the 

authentic Catholic context of our school. 

Other happenings this term… 

• Tuesday 25 July and Wednesday 26 July: Parent, Child, Teacher Conversations 

• Wednesday 2 August: Wakakiri Performance (Performing Arts spectacular with children 
from Years 5 and 6 performing in Moonee Ponds.) Simply, it is like a Primary School Gala 
Performance 

• Tuesday 8 August: St. Mary MacKillop Feast Day 

• Tuesday 15 August: Parish Feast Day of St. Mary of the Assumption 

• Monday 21 August: Annual Book Parade 

• Monday 28 August: Book Fair begins, and  
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• We take possession of our new building; hopefully in Week 3 of this term. It is getting 
close. The inside is all but complete, (The carpet is even laid.) Outside concrete paths are 
being laid today and landscaping is then to be finished. A few touch ups and an exterior 
wall need to be painted and it is done! We have much to look forward to, in getting such a 
wonderful building for the school community to utilise. 

This week, at long last, the artificial turf is to be laid in the Prep/One play space (along 

Sunshine Avenue) We hope to have full access to this space in a week or so. 

We are also relocating the OSHC program to the Performing Arts space. Making for a much 

more conducive space for the care and engagement of the children.  

And to top it all off, we hope to lay artificial turf over the large expanse of asphalt between the 

new building and the Performing Arts space, making for a safer place for children to run and 

play. It will be an ideal space for Phys. Ed lessons and as an outdoor space for recesses and 

OSHC. Also, it will be much more comfortable and clean for children to sit during Assembly.  

As Principal leader of our school, my commitment remains to school improvement, all 

for the children of our school. 

As a reflection, I leave you with the following, which I have asked all staff at SMMPS to prioritise 

when dealing with children… 

Teach them to be kind. 

Teach them to love. 

Teach them to accept. 

Teach them to listen. 

Teach them to be patient. 

Teach them to be grateful. 

Teach them to value growth. 

Teach them to work together. 

Teach them to share 

Teach them to protect each other 

Teach them goodness. 

I am confident that is what you desire to teach your children; so in partnership with you, that is 

also our desire.  

We look to the wisdom of St. Mary MacKillop who wrote, 

“We must teach more by example than by word.” 

Quite simply, that is your challenge, as it is, your challenge. Only then will we teach our children 

to be all of the above. 

Here is to an exciting term ahead. 

 

Anthony McCluskey 

Principal 
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Please view this link to check out our new Homework Policy. This information is also 

available on our school website. 

https://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/smmps-homework-policy-2023/ 

https://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/smmps-homework-policy-2023/#content-anchor
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Welcome Back… 

We welcome back from Parental Leave: 

Mrs. Stephanie Taylor, returning two days a week to support the teaching of 

Religious Education in our school. 

Mrs. Sarah Groves, returning one day a week, undertaking a variety of 

support tasks. 

We are delighted to have two such strong teachers and lovely people 

returning to our school community. 

 

Farewell 

We say farewell for now to Mr. Heath Thomas, our Property and Services 

Manager, who is taking Long Service Leave for this term. We wish him well. 

 

Hero 4 Heartkids-Casual Clothes Day 

We are proud to announce that in term two SMMPS has managed to raise $1300 to go to the Heart Kids 

Foundation. A student from 4Y, Samuel Pollino came to talk to the SRC about his open-heart surgery, 

and about an amazing organisation that has changed many families' lives called Heart Kids. Each 

student got to dress up as their favourite superhero or someone who they look up to. Whether it was a 

soccer player or a superhero the children got to show who inspires them. We hope that we have created 

a big difference in someone's life who has Congenital Heart Disease through this donation and we call 

for everyone else to do the same. 
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SMMPS Upcoming Events….. 

Term 3: 10 July-15 September 2023 

Monday 17 July 

School Closure-see details 

Monday 24 July to Friday 28 July 

Prep 2024 Interviews-Existing Families 

Tuesday 25 July (school concludes 12pm) and  

Wednesday 26 July (school concludes normal time) 

Parent Teacher Conversations 

Tuesday 8 August 

St Mary MacKillop Feast Day 

Tuesday 15 August 

Feast of the Assumption 

Monday 21 August 

Book Week Parade 

Monday 28 August to Friday 1 September 

Book Fair 

Thursday 31 August and Friday 1 September 

Father’s Day Stall 

Friday 1 September 

Father’s Day Breakfast-details soon 

Friday 15 September 

End of Term 2-Students finish at 1.00pm 

 

                 


