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Greetings to Everyone.  

òThe days are growing longer; the sun is growing towards its full summer radiance. We find 

ourselves moving quickly toward our remembrance and celebration of the coming into the world 

of the One who is light. We are in Advent time, a time of waiting, hope and joyful expectation.ó 

(Sr. Annie Bond rsm.)   

Sr. Annie is a Sister of St. Joseph and a friend of our school. Each year, Sr. Annie welcomes our Year 6 

children to Sydney and addresses them on some aspect of St. Mary MacKillopõs life and her example to 

all of us.  
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Advent is centered on the working of God in the midst of human life. We hear the message of 

our loving God acting in the midst of a humbled, yet hopeful people, and draws possibility out 

of what seems impossible.  

During this time of ôMysteryõ, we are invited to pause awhile and nurture the life within and to 

stand in the wonder at the God who is one of us. Advent is a time of lookin g forward with new 

hope to prepare our hearts, to hear Godõs invitation come into the light. 

During this Advent, as we move towards the conclusion of the 2023 Academic year, we look 

back in gratitude for all that we have been gifted with and all that we ha ve achieved this year.  

THANK YOU 

I personally acknowledge and thank our School Leadership Team , who work with me 

collaboratively in ensuring we are all working towards the very best outcomes for all of our 

children.  

We say thank you to our staff,  each of whom are teachers to our children, whether in the 

classroom or as role models to our children in the many roles they each undertake. Our 

wonderful staff are caring, attentive, generous and giving. We are truly blessed to have such a 

great staff team; who a lso care for each other in so many ways.  

In thanking our staff, I must acknowledge in particular, Anthony DõAmico, my Deputy Principal. 

Anthony does so much of the behind -the -scenes management which is essential to the success 

of our school. His loyalty an d support are second to none.  

I also acknowledge in special way, Joe and Kellie in Admin . They are both my absolute rock in 

the day to day running of our school.  

I also must thank Monsignor Portelli.  Monsignor is a source of wisdom to me personally, in m y 

role as leader of our school. I also acknowledge Monsignorõs faith leadership of our children. 

We say thank you to our absolutely wonderful children , who are bright, happy and full of 

kindness and generosity. Their greetings and smiles make the day shine ! 

We say thank you to our supportive parent body.  I acknowledge how trusting and respectful 

our parent community is in their interactions with our school.  

We say thank you to our inaugural School Advisory Council (SAC ), who have supported me 

and advised m e as we move forward with many decisions. We acknowledge and thank our 

parent reps: Emma Langoulant, Laura Sacchetta, Narelle Galea, Ana Iacobaccio and Michelle 

Nathanielz. I also thank Anthony DõAmico and Kirsten Mifsud who support the SAC as staff 

member s. 

FAREWELL 

Good bye to our Year 6 Class of 2023 . I have been proud to have witnessed many of these 

children grow from pre -schoolers to the fine young people they are today. One of my greatest 

joys in the week is working with them as their Faith and Life C oach. It really is a privilege to 

teach them as they are such warm, responsive and good young persons. We wish them every 

blessing and success as they start their journey in Secondary education and as they enter 

adulthood. We trust each of them will all le ad a life of peace and happiness. We thank them 

for all they have offered to our school.  
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We farewell many children and families from our school. No matter what level these children 

are in or how long they have been at our school; we trust life will be good  as they begin again 

elsewhere.   

I know many families are finishing with us after a long time in our school . At this time, and I 

stand to be corrected, we have one family leaving us after 17 years and another after 16 years 

at our school. Whether itõs more or less time, I wish each family moving on all the very best for 

life ahead.  

We farewell some staff members:  

Jenny Brittian (SMMPS 2008 -2023) After 45 years in education (16 of those years with us); Jenny 

is retiring.  We acknowledge and thank Jenny for h er lifetime of dedicated service.  Jenny would 

definitely rate as amongst the strongest and most respected teachers I have ever worked with 

in my career. We wish Jenny every blessing as she enters the next phase of her life. And 

knowing Jenny she will not b e slowing down; just doing things differently!  

Fiona Parnell (SMMPS 2013-2023)  

Melanie Gallagher (SMMPS 2018 -2023)  

Kristy Minshall (SMMPS 2020-2023) 

Dianne Evans (SMMPS 2022-2023) 

Alyshia Crea (July 2022 -2023) We wish Alyshia every blessing as she and he r husband welcome 

their first-born next February. We pray their precious child is born strong and healthy and grows 

to know love and peace.  

Kayla Saico (2023)  

We thank each of these staff members for their service to our school. We wish them the very 

best of wishes as they take up their new appointments.  

 

St. Josephõs Chapel, Nth Sydney with Mary MacKillopõs tomb in the background. 
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And now, as we move towards Christmas; I wish each and every family a Happy Christmas and 

Safe New Year. Enjoy the change of pace over January and to the families who are returning in 

2024; we look forward to welcoming you back in the year ahead.  

Every blessing,  

 

 

Anthony McCluskey  

Principal  

Principal Awards 
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Year 5 and 6-Social Justice Actions at SMMPS 

The children and families of the Year 5 and 6 children worked on their own social justice campaign, 

ñOfferings of Hope.ò In response to a call out from the local organisation, Launch Housing, who work 

with women and children in need of support, the senior students and their families filled shoe boxes 

with essential personal items and small ñpops of joyò for a more hopeful and joyful Christmas.  

The spirit of God this Advent season, and living in action to bring hope, peace, joy and love to others 

has been truly alive at St Mary MacKillop School this term. We sincerely thank all students, families 

and staff who have made contributions to these campaigns and helped us to live the words of the 

Gospel to ñLove one anotherò and carry on the legacy of St Mary MacKillop in ñFind[ing] happiness 

in making others happyò and ñNever see[ing] a need without doing something about it.ò  
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STOP PRESS!   STOP PRESS! 
 
PMP SUCCESS 2023 @ SMMPS 
 
What can I say! We have come to the end of another successful year of PMP which has been 
enjoyed by our Preps.  
 
Great Program 
The program concentrates on the development of perceptions and language through carefully 
planned and sequenced activities which children enjoy. 
 
Great parents (and grandparents too!!) 
You, our wonderful parents, have been vital to the success of the program. I thank you for all you 
have given to the children and to supporting the program. Some of the words that come to my 
mind when I think of you are; attentive, engaging, caring, positive, willing, committed, supportive, 
encouraging and wonderful. 
 
Thankyou from myself and the Prep teachers to all our amazing helpers over the year. 
 
Prep Blue    
Kacie Camilleri, Kimberley Caruana, Vanessa Cassar, Dan Guiao, Danny Hanna, Monique 
Iapichello, Katia Morello, Natasha Raccosta, Jessica Stojanovski, Rosa Cullia, Melissa Vella, 
Chris and Richelle Zealley. 
 
Prep Red 
Snez Banovski, Marija Bourke, Natalie Failla, Suzi Ivanovski, Harj Kooner,  Krystel Nield, Ashlea 
Virag, Liza Vasiagin, Jennifer DeLuca, Adriana Zuccara and Jinelle Borg. 
 
Prep Yellow 
Vinh Nguyen, Dani Dolic, Faye Laskaris, Lora Maglic, Crystal Maros, Catherine Micallef,Lucky 
Singh, Shirlene and Mark Theisinger. 
 
To all our regulars and those who came whenever they could, your involvement was valued by all 
the children and teachers. 
 
Great Teachers 
I would like to thank my wonderful colleagues, Kimberley Siadis, Eileen Marner and Deana 
Cannatelli. 
 
You have been an awesome team to work alongside.  Your belief and total commitment to the 
program and all the children was amazing.  Your help and positivity was truly noted and much 
appreciated by myself, parents and above all the children. 
 
I take this opportunity to wish everyone in our school community a Holy Christmas and a peace 
filled New Year. 
Have a great break everyone and hope to see you next year. 
 
Connie Simiele 
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____________________________________ 

Parents and Friends  

On behalf of Connie and myself, we would like to thank all the parents that have offered 

their time and support to help out in 2023.  

From organising the raffles, Bunnings sausage sizzle, the colour run and all the other 

fundraisers we have had this year.  We have raised ov er $20,000. 

To all the companies that have donated hampers, vouchers, food for all our fundraising 

events.  

A big thank you.   

Have a great Christmas and a restful New Year.  Kellie Doherty and Connie Simiele  
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