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Staying Connected No.1, 2024 

Warm Greetings to each member of our community and friends of our school, 

We are delighted to welcome you to the 2024 Academic Year. We welcome back all of our 

children and families and we offer a warm welcome to the children and families starting with us 

this year.  This year we welcomed 73 Prep children. I am pleased to say they have all settled in 

quite well under the care of their wonderful teachers. 

2024 is truly a year of celebration. St. Mary Mackillop Primary School is celebrating 40 years of 

operation, having been opened on the oval at Sacred Heart, St. Albans in 1984. 

We have certainly come a long way from a couple of relocatable classrooms to the state-of-

the-art facilities and resources we have now in Keilor Downs. Our school is an attractive facility 

of which we take great pride and one which we continue to improve. 
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We will recognise our 40th Anniversary on Tuesday 19 March, the Feast of St. Joseph. On this 

day we will be holding the official opening of the Tenison Woods Building which houses our 

Library, Digital Technologies Studio, Art Room and some allied health spaces.  

 

These wonderful facilities certainly pay testament to the school we are today! There will be 

more details in an upcoming Staying Connected. 

Over the years we have had much to celebrate. We remember and with pride the day, on 

Sunday 17 October 2010, that Mary MacKillop was recognised and canonized by Pope 

Benedict, as Australia’s First Saint.  

We are certainly proud of the fact that we are a school in her name and under her care. Thus, 

on 17 October 2010, our school’s name was officially changed to St. Mary MacKillop Primary 

School. 
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The school community of 2010 gathered, with Monsignor Portelli and the then Archbishop of 

Melbourne, Denis Hart, celebrating Mary’s canonisation; at which time we unveiled the statue 

on the front path.  

I am proud to have led this school, as Principal, for 17 years, together with a wonderful team of 

staff, parents and children supporting our efforts to create the best learning and teaching 

environment possible for all our children.  

To enhance and improve our school environment; we had work completed over January. We 

have recarpeted Fitzroy and John Paul 11. New carpets promote pride and provide the 

children with a cleaner and more attractive classrooms. We have also installed vinyl in 

common areas of these areas. This floor surface is so much more practical for a wide variety of 

activities. 
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We have also artificially turfed over the asphalt adjacent to the new building. This is a much 

cleaner and safer surface for the children to sit on for Assembly. It is also an ideal surface for 

Phys. Ed lessons to occur on and other outdoor lessons. I also notice the kids really enjoy playing 

on this surface at recesses. 

 

There is more artificial turf to be laid behind Tension Woods, to alleviate a problem area where 

grass will not grow. 

OSHC is now located in the double portable. It is an excellent facility, providing the children 

with indoor and outdoor spaces, all within line of sight, making for a safer and more engaging 

program. 

Our school comprises a wonderful staff from a wide and varied background of experiences 

and time in education. We welcome to our school: 

• Julia Maio who is teaching Year 4 

• Laura Sacchetta who is teaching Year 5 

• Francine Smart who is joining our Learning Support Team 

• Tamara Crisostomo who is also on our Learning Support Team 

• Peter Forlitis who is our School Counsellor (2 days per week). 
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We welcome back from Parental Leave: 

• Samantha Bartolo who is teaching Year 5 

• Rebecca Micallef who is teaching Year 3 

 

We congratulate and celebrate with Deana Cannatelli on her marriage to Aaron 

Notarfrancesco and Stephanie Adam on her marriage to Michael Nicholson.  

In acknowledging our staff; ranging from graduates to very experienced teachers we 

recognise Connie Simiele and Sandra Lind, who together with me, each celebrate 40 years of 

teaching this year. Our professional experience and life experience only go to enhancing the 

school and our understanding of children and families and the diversity we all face in life. 

There is much planned for this year. Please check Upcoming Events on the back page of this 

Staying Connected. 

St. Mary MacKillop will always inspire and motivate us to be more Christ like in all of our 

interactions and experiences in life. We move into 2024, confident that no matter what, as Mary 

Mackillop wrote, 

“God will provide for the future.” SMM 1907. 

Have a wonderful year everybody. 

 

 

Anthony McCluskey 

Principal 

 

2024 Term Dates 

Term 1: 31 January-28 March 2024 

(Good Friday 29 March-Easter Monday 01 April) 

Term 2: 15 April-28 June 2024 

Term 3: 15 July-20 September 

Term 4: 7 October-17 December 

(Year 6 finish Friday 13 December) 
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St Mary MacKillop Staff List 2024 
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Upcoming Events 2024……   

 

 Term 1: 31 January-28 March 2024 

Tuesday 13 February 

Shrove Tuesday 

Parent Teacher Conversations-12.30pm to 6.00pm 

School finishes at 12.00pm 

Wednesday 14 February 

Ash Wednesday Whole School Mass at 12.00pm 

Thursday 15 February 

Parent Teacher Conversations-3.45pm to 6.00pm 

Normal school day 

Wednesday 21 February 

Year 6 Confirmation Family Night at 7.00pm  

Monday 4 March to Friday 8 March 

Year 5 Camp 

Monday 4 March 

Year 6 Confirmation Reflection Day 

Reconciliation Family Faith Night at 7.00pm 
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Upcoming Events 2024 continued……  

 

Monday 11 March 

Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 12 March 

Full week of school for Preps 

Saturday 16 March 

Year 6 Confirmation at 10.00am and 12.00pm 

Wednesday 13 March to Monday 25 March 

Year 3 and 5 Naplan Testing 

Tuesday 19 March 

Opening of Tenison Woods Building at 10.30am 

Monday 25 March and Wednesday 27 March 

School Photos 

Thursday 28 March 

Journey of the Cross (see flyer) 

Last day of Term 1-Students finish at 1pm 


