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A Time of Gratitude and Reflection
Dear School Community,

As the Principal of our wonderful school, | find myself in a space of deep reflection and immense
gratitude. As | move forward, | look back with great pride at the collective achievements and

progress of our staff, children and entire community. Our journey, inspired by the wisdom and

charism of our patron Saint Mary MacKillop, has been one of faith, dedication, and c ontinuous
growth.

The outstanding learning environments and facilities we see today are a testament to our
commitment to providing the best for our children. These investments in our school's future have
not only enhanced the educational experience but ha ve also fostered a sense of belonging
and pride among our children and staff. | am deeply grateful for the hard work, creativity, and

passion that have driven these projects to fruition.

Our school is blessed with wonderful children whose enthusiasm and ¢ uriosity make coming to
work each day not just a job but a mission and a pleasure. Their bright faces and eager minds
remind us of the importance of our work and the impact we have on shaping future generations.

It is their spirit that fuels our commitment  to excellence in education and personal development.

I must extend my heartfelt thanks to Monsignor Charles Portelli, whose religious leadership and
wise counsel have been invaluable to me, personally. His support has been a guiding light,
helping us navigate challenges and celebrate our achievements. Monsign or Portelli's dedication

to our school and its values has enriched our community in countless ways.
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The wisdom and charism of Saint Mary MacKillop, our patron saint, continue to inspire us daily.

Her life's work and devotion to the education and care of ¢ hildren are at the heart of our

school's ethos. We |ive by 8bdemer Maegy MaoKeOl wpdhbo
somet hi ng dalbrdegacy tdathesdis the power of perseverance, the importance of

faith, and the value of compassionate service to others. Her guiding influence is a constant

reminder that we, too, can make a difference in the world by following her example of

kindness, courage, and unwavering faith.

As we move further into the Lenten period, itis atime for us to reflect on the  core messages of
the Catholic Church during this season. Lent calls us to introspection, prayer, fasting, and

giving, urging us to consider how we can grow closer to God and serve those around us with

greater love and generosity. It is a time to contempla te our spiritual journey and to renew our
commitment to living out the values that define us as a Catholic community.

Let us embrace this Lenten season with open hearts, ready to reflect on our blessings and the
ways we can contribute to a world in need o f kindness and compassion. May we find strength
in our faith, inspiration in the life of Saint Mary MacKillop, and joy in the vibrant spirit of our

school community.

In closing, | extend my deepest appreciation to each and every member of our school

commu nity. Your dedication, support, and love for Saint Mary MacKillop Primary School are
what make it such a special place. Together, we have built a community that not only excels in
education but also in nurturing the moral and spiritual well -being of our ch ildren.

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to our school's mission. May we continue to grow in
wisdom and love, guided by the example of Saint Mary MacKillop and strengthened by our

shared faith.

With warmest regards,

Mk

Anthony McCluskey

Principal
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CONGRATULATIONS

Ant hony DO6AmMico has now signed his <c
through until the 27 January 2026

Anthony has appointed Jennifer Monaghan and Aaron Kuras as his Deputy
Principals.

Congratulations to Anthony, Jennifer and Aaron on their appointments. Our
school is in good hands !

Jennifer will also continue as the school Well  -Being Leader and Aaron will
also continue his role as Director of Learning and Teaching.
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INVITATION

| invite you to the Opening of St. Mary MacKillop Primary School's new school
building, Tension Woods. The new building comprises a library space, art
room, digital technologies  studio and some allied health  spaces. The building
Is largely constructed of rammed earth and timber with lots of glass and doors
flowing out to beautiful  native gardens surrounding the building.

As all of the buildings on our site are named after places or people of
significance in Mary's story; we consider  Tenison Woods a perfec t name for
the building. The building itself is connected to nature and the earth,

which were great 'loves' of Fr. Julian Tenison Woods; priest, scientist, award
winning botanist and perhaps most significantly co -founder of the Sisters of St.
Joseph with St. Mary MacK:illop.

Monsignor Charles Portelli will be blessing and opening the building on the
Feast of St. Joseph, Tuesday 19 March 2024 at 10:30 am in the Church
followed by a tour of the building.

All welcome
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Principal Awards
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Principal Awards Cont e .

2024 SRC Representatives

TENISON WOODS
| —

[ ——
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SRC REPRESENTATIVES 2024
Year 3R Adliyah Ibrahim
Year 3B Harlequin Crisostomo-Seng
Year 3Y Julianna Yarak
Year 4R Joseph Saad
Year 4B Savannah Micallef
Year 4Y Hayley Veitch
Year 5R Mietta Deluca
Year 5B Eljah Taleb
Year 5Y Maci Gambian-Lugli
Year 6R Shaleni Siva
Year 6B Claire Attard
Year 8Y Nikisa Mikulic
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aunchinglllent;

Shrove Tuesday

Shrove Tuecday ic the day before (ent begine. At St \
Mary MacKillop we celebrated with the tradition of
making pancakes before a day of fasting from meat and
animal producte. Some clacces enjoyed thic tradition on
Monday. A huge number of parente were on board to
help. We thank all of the parente and ctaff membere
who helped over the two daye! J
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Ash Wednesday Mass

Che children in Yeare 3-6, a/ong\ For me Leut s i Wy DS LAl ‘—‘“'"l
with their teachere and the L o ey WM Vieed . 507 ; J - =
parichioners, gathered together Like et _of some ik ke of fool Wlicm i s
for mace to receive aches on their —.,,{;‘TJ = : e e =

foreheads with the bleccing.

The Gospel reading and Father \;JCMZ}JA\) H% o FQI/WY‘/ 204 'L LMT ! '!

Martin'e homily focuced on
charity, prayer and being in

[ fwnk Lt (8 yag wey
For fo ddys and

relationchip with God. 5.
- J
Year 1and 2 Liturgy

The children in Year 1 and 2 gathered to
explore the (enten cymbols of the prayer cpace.
During the liturqy they received aches, marked
ag a croge.

Prep Liturgy

The children in Prep gathered for a liturqy to
receive aches on Thurcday. They explored the
meaning of Lent and the cignificance of the
colour purple in the Church.
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By Amelia Clemente

A emall number of students from our parich were ce/ectea{)
90 on a trip to learn about Caritas Auctralia with Mre
Taylor. 10 ctudents from our echool came and 5 from Saint
Paul’e. When we arrived we had a look at how beautiful the
Academy of Mary Immaculate was. We found out the
organication (Caritac) wae having ite 60th annivercary
and that ite micscion was to end poverty, promote justice

and uphold dignity with a paccion for action.

As we already know, every year for 6 weeks Caritas raices
Funds for thoce in need in thic time of (ent. They alco caid
that Almegiving ic justice and that during (ent we chould
give comething up that could be cimple or challenging.

A group of religious musiciane that have performed in front
of the Pope cang a cong called “All are welcome.”
Afterwards, the Archbichop of Melbourne, Peter Andrew
Comensoli, told the ctory of Jecus waching hi¢ dicciples’ feet.
Then the choir of The Academy of Mary Tnmmaculate cang
abeolutely beautifully.

Ambagscadore were called up to hold a candle. Matteo was
our ambaccador. Afterwards, we caid a nice prayer and
¢ang a cong called “Send u¢ out.”

Caritas’ theme for thic year ic ‘For all future generations’.

We alco heard the ctory of Exoduc (3:15) and ctoriec about
women from acroce the world. The ctory that we heard
moct about wa¢ a ctory of a girl from Malawi named
Memory who undertook a 3 year carpentry course and che
became the firet woman who worked ac a carpenter in her
village. Thic year Caritac are aiming to raice more than 10
million dollare, co we cpoke about how we could contribute to
thic in our own cchools.

In conclusion, we had a great day learning about a very
special charity and we were very privileged to attend cuch

Q exceptional event. )
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Social Justice
Teachings in Action

Ge children in Yearc 4-6 joined Gwen from Caritas \
Auctralia to learn about Catholic Social Justice Teachinge
and explore how Caritac upholds thece in their work with
Project Compassion.

They learnt about the work Project Compaccion doeg to
cupport and build custainable communities and had an

(,blboktum'g/ to ack quections about the organication. )

projectcompassion Get involved with
#projectcompassion #caritasaustralia today!
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St. Patricks Day - Canteen Special

Order via the Okr App

15th of March

B

o

School Fundraiser

School Photos 2024-Monday 25" March and Wednesday 27" March

School Photos 2024 & Saint Mary MacKillop Primary School

Annual school photos including sibling photos will be taken by Arthur Reed Photos on
Monday 25th & Wednesday 27th March 2024.

There is no need to return any forms or money to school.

Unique image codes will be issued to all students on/after photo day so families can
register online to view images when they become available in the webshop.

Registration is simple, just follow the 3 simp
once you receive it and remember to add the codes for all your children attending this
school.

Even i f you registered | ast year, Itds I mporta
childds 2024 i mage code to |l ink their i mages f
details.

When images are ready to view and in the webshop, all parents who have registered

will be notified by SMS and email.

Once registered, please wait for notification that 2024 images are online to view before
making your purchase.
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SCHOOL PHOTOS 2024 - important Registration Information

School Photographs will Ge taken at

TR ’ Saint Mary MacKillop Primary School
[@IARP || Monday 25th & Wednesday 27th March 2024

Arthur Reed Photos

i b o received sn imaoe code from us?

There is no need to return any forms or payment
to school before photo day

Flyers with Unique Image Codes will be issued to

all students on or after photo day

\ When you receive your child’s 2024 image code
Follow these 3 simple steps -

Go to order.arphotos.com.au and 2 Tap on ‘Add another child' to enter 8 Fill in your contact details & review
before confirming your registration*

enter your child’s 2024 image code

the image codes of any siblings

*This information will only be used for distribution of personal image codes and ordering details.

Thatg it!
It's important to register each year to link your child’s NEW images to your contact details
When 2024 images are ready to view in our secure webshop you'll be notified by email and SMS

* Create photo packages with any layout & YOUR choice of images + Multiple Image Downloads
* Order on any mobile device + Share the images with family & friends for FREE

** Please wait to receive notifications that new images are online BEFORE ordering for 2024**

Arthur Reed Photos Pty. Ltd.
[] ARP A.B.N 48 528 494 590

(03) 5243 4390

Arthur Reed Photos customerservice@arphotos.com.au
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Catholic
Regional College
North Keilor

Discover

What Our School
Has to Offer!

We invite families to join us for
an information session with our
College Principal Mr Tullio
Zavattiero and members of our
College Leadership Team to
learn about:

e Our Vision and Mission
e Curriculum Offerings

¢ Wellbeing

e Enrichment & Immersion
Opportunities

e The Enrolment Process

e Year 7 2026 Enrolment

Timeline

1C Santa Monica Drive
NORTH KEILOR VIC 3038

93615900 The Golden Rule: Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.
[World Religions]

www.crcnk.com.au

Our vision

We are a school where every learner
can become who God calls them to be.

Our mission

To do this we take the time to know our
students, their needs and aspirations.
Every student achieves success through
a personal pathway. We engage
students by differentiating learning and
offering a wide range of cultural and
faith-based programs and immersions.

E We equip young people to become
I peacebuilders

Register
Now

Register online via the enrolments
page on our College website

crenk.com.au/enrolment/year-7-2026
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COLLEGE TOURS
WITH THE PRINCIPAL

COLLEGE TOUR DATES

Tuesday 19 March - 11:00am
Thursday 16 May - 9:30am
Thursday 13 June - 4:00pm
Tuesday 15 October - 11:00am

To register for a College Tour,
scan the QR Code below.

Or visit our website:
crcs.vic.edu.au
and navigate to
‘Join our Community' and
'College Tours / Events'

St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students deserve, as a fundamental
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Where will
you go?

Explore your future at
St Columba’s College

Book your tour today
columba.vic.edu.au

stColumba’s
College
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