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Dear Community,

As we come together we have many wonderful things to celebrate. On 
Tuesday we celebrated Prep’s 100 days of  school, yesterday we celebrated 
the feast day of  our patron saint St Mary MacKillop and last week some of  
our Year 5 & 6 student’s participated in the Wakakirri Story-Dance Festival.

As we celebrate the patron saint of  our school we take time to reflect on the 
wonderful woman St Mary MacKillop was and remember the extraordinary 
things she did for those less fortunate. 

St Mary MacKillop, also known as Saint Mary of  the Cross, is celebrated for 
her dedication to providing education to the poor and her foundational role 
in establishing the Sisters of  St. Joseph of  the Sacred Heart. She was born 
here in Melbourne on January 15, 1842 and was canonized as Australia's first 
saint on October 17, 2010

Mary inspires us in every way and every day here in our school. She founded 
schools, orphanages, and charitable institutions throughout Australia and 
New Zealand. She was an ordinary woman who did extraordinary things. 

She lived by the creed,

“Never see a need without doing something about it.”

We certainly aspire to live by Mary’s example.
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We were thrilled to share the joyous occasion of  our 100 Days of  

Prep celebrations, marking a significant milestone in our Prep 

students' educational journey. This event was a wonderful way to 

acknowledge the incredible growth, learning, and achievements of  

our youngest learners over the past 100 days. We are proud of  their 

progress and were excited to celebrate their accomplishments with a 

range of  fun and engaging activities.

Our Prep students and teachers showcased their creativity by 

dressing up in various costumes and even as 100-year-olds. It was 

heart-warming to see the effort put into their outfits, complete with 

glasses, grey wigs, and walking sticks. The school corridors were 

filled with laughter and excitement as everyone enjoyed the 

celebration.

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to our teachers, parents, and 
volunteers who made this celebration possible. Your support and 
involvement are crucial in creating memorable experiences for all 
our students.

Have a great weekend everyone. 

Anthony D’Amico

Principal

As Mary Mackillop said in 1894,

“God is Good.”

http://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/


WAKAKIRI
Last week on Wednesday 31st July a number of  our children in Years 5 and 6 
performed in Wakakirri; a Performing Arts Showcase for primary-aged 
students. This performance was held at The Clocktower in Moonee Ponds. 

Last week, we witnessed the spirit of  our school, alive and pumping. It's times 
like this that make all our work and efforts worthwhile.

Wakakirri was a huge success. Congratulations to all the boys and girls from 
Years 5 and 6 who performed so successfully. We were proud to be recognised 
with a number of  awards.

We received Notable Awards and for the second year running we won the Best 
Public Speaking Award:

A big congratulations to (Nina Gallardo Maj 6B, Emilia Clements 5R and 
Emily Pausic 5B) who were outstanding when answering questions on stage 
about our performance. These three children received the Best Public Speaking 
Award.

I am absolutely so proud of  our school.

We sincerely acknowledge and thank Laura Kandzidis. Laura scripted 
the story, selected the music, designed sets and costumes, and directed 
and choreographed the performance. She also organised and 
managed endless rehearsals. Laura obviously put her heart and soul into 
making sure the performance was everything it could be. It was brilliant! 
Our success is Laura's success. THANK YOU, LAURA!

Thank you also to Laura's support team; particularly Sarina Commisso, 
Loretta Pizzicarola and Angela Ferraro. Thank you for the brilliant job 
with hair and makeup for the children. Thank you to Josh who helped 
make and deliver the Props. Thank you to the many staff  who came 
along to support the children during the performance. And thank you to 
the performer’s parents who allowed their children to participate, 
supported them on their journey and were present last Wednesday 
evening. 

Every time our school was mentioned, the screams and shouts from the 
auditorium, certainly outdid all the other schools! I was told our kids 
were thrilled out back when they could hear us roar! That's team spirit. 
This is our school! Well done everyone involved you certainly made us 
proud. 
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REMINDERS

• The basketball court is used as a carpark in the morning and afternoon. 

The safety of our children is of utmost importance and therefore I ask that 

you take extra care when driving in the carpark areas. The speed limit is 

5km per hour and there is to be no double parking at all. 

Please only park in the designated parking spots and do not park on the

artificial turf or in pedestrian walk ways. 

Thank you for taking the safety of our children seriously. 

• From time to time our children forget to bring their lunch to school or a 

lunch order is ordered for the wrong day and we ask parents to bring in the 

missing lunch. In order to continue with our healthy eating expectations 

we ask that parents do not bring in take away food such as McDonalds, 

KFC etc. If you do need to purchase lunch for your child we ask that you 

purchase things such as sushi, sandwiches or wraps. 

• The School opens at 8.30am and children can enter the classroom at 

8.50am. Please do not drop children off prior to 8.30am. If you need to 

bring your child to school before 8.30am please book them into the before 

school hours program.

• St Mary MacKillop is a ‘Smoke Free Zone’ and smoking on the school 

grounds in not permitted. According to the law, ‘The Tobacco Act 1987 

bans smoking or vaping on school premises or within 4 metres of any 

pedestrian access point to school premises.’ 

Please do not smoke or vape on the school grounds.

• If your child needs to bring a mobile phone to school it must be 

handed into the teacher in the morning where it will be stored 

in a secured location and returned to them in the afternoon.                      

Please refer to the Mobile phone policy on the school website.

• As there is no supervision on the playground area in the morning, 

the playground is out of bounds and children are not to play on 

the playground before school.

• The front drive through area between the Church and the School 

operates as a drive through zone only before school.

• Due to a few near misses, those who wish to park and bring

their child into class must use the back car park area.

There is now no parental parking in bays outside the front of 

the Church.

Parents and Friends Group
Here at SMMPS we have a Parents Group that volunteer their time for fundraising 

events.  For example, events like the Feast Day BBQ, canteen distribution roster, 

Mother’s Day and Father’s Day stalls, our annual colour run and lots more….

The Parents Group have a whatsapp group for communication. When there is an 

event where we require volunteers, it is discussed on the app and if you are free 

and would like to help out you can volunteer yourself by responding on the group chat.  

The Parent Group meet every couple of weeks on a Friday afternoon to discuss any 

upcoming fundraising events. 

You are most welcome to come along to the meetings.

If you would to be part of the app, please email me at 

kdoherty@mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au and I will pass your number onto the group. 

Thanks, Kellie Doherty

mailto:kdoherty@mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au
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Upcoming Events 2024  

Term 3: 15 July-20 September

Friday 9 August

Casual clothes day-Olympic Colours-more details soon
Canteen special-see flyer

(Queen Baker Catering-QKR App)

Thursday 15 August

Feast of the Assumption

Monday 19 August

Book Parade-details soon

Tuesday 3 September

School Closure Day-details soon

Friday 20 September

Last day of Term 3

Students finish @ 1.00pm
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