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Dear Community,      

As the days are starting to grow warmer and the sun shines brighter, winter 
is slowly leaving us to welcome the warmth of Spring. The weather has taken 
a delightful turn, with temperatures slowly rising and clear skies making 
their way into our daily routines. It is the perfect opportunity to spend more 
time outdoors simply soaking up the sun.

Last week we celebrated the Parish Feast Day, of St. Mary of the Assumption 
on 15th August. The Feast of the Assumption gives us hope. There is more to 
life than just what we experience every day. As Catholics, we believe there is 
a Heaven and we believe we will one day take our place in Heaven with Mary 
and all those who have gone before us.

This week we also celebrated or annual St Mary MacKillop Book Parade. It 
was wonderful to see so many students and teachers immerse themselves in 
a great celebration of books. As always, our students and teachers dressed 
up as their favourite book characters and brought their favourite stories to 
life. The School was bustling with excitement, creative costumes, book-
themed activities, and engaging storytelling sessions. It was a fantastic 
opportunity for all to celebrate the joy of reading and the endless 
adventures that books offer.
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Father’s Day is just around the corner and next week we will be celebrating our fathers, 
grandfathers, uncles or significant males in our children’s life together here at school. To 
mark this special occasion, we will be hosting a Father’s Day Breakfast on Friday, August 
30th, at 7:30 am in the school hall. It will be a wonderful opportunity to come together 
and enjoy a delicious breakfast along with celebrating these special people in our lives.  

Along with the Father’s Day Breakfast we will also be running our yearly Father’s Day 
stall, with wonderful gifts available to purchase. Our Father’s Day Stall will be held on 
Thursday 29th and Friday 30th August in the Multi Purpose Room. If your child would like 
to purchase a gift from the stall please send them with some money, preferably in a 
wallet/purse or snap lock bag for safe keeping.  The classroom teachers will advise you 
on Seesaw what day your child will be visiting the stall.

On Tuesday 3rd September we will be having a school closure day where the staff 
engage in a day of Professional Learning with the organisation, Australians Together. To 
remain current with Child Safety Standards and Australian Professional Standards for 
Teachers, we will take a deep dive into First Nations perspectives, unlocking the truth of 
Australia’s past, reflect on the present state of Reconciliation and consider meaningful 
action for change and understanding in our curriculum and in light of Catholic mission.

As Mary Mackillop said in 1888,
“Do what you can with the means at your disposal and leave 

all the rest calmly to God .”

Have a great weekend everyone. 

Anthony D’Amico

Principal

http://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/
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REMINDERS

• The basketball court is used as a carpark in the morning and afternoon. 

The safety of our children is of utmost importance and therefore I ask that 

you take extra care when driving in the carpark areas. The speed limit is 

5km per hour and there is to be no double parking at all. 

Please only park in the designated parking spots and do not park on the

artificial turf or in pedestrian walk ways. 

Thank you for taking the safety of our children seriously. 

• From time to time our children forget to bring their lunch to school or a 

lunch order is ordered for the wrong day and we ask parents to bring in the 

missing lunch. In order to continue with our healthy eating expectations 

we ask that parents do not bring in take away food such as McDonalds, 

KFC etc. If you do need to purchase lunch for your child we ask that you 

purchase things such as sushi, sandwiches or wraps. 

• The School opens at 8.30am and children can enter the classroom at 

8.50am. Please do not drop children off prior to 8.30am. If you need to 

bring your child to school before 8.30am please book them into the before 

school hours program.

• St Mary MacKillop is a ‘Smoke Free Zone’ and smoking on the school 

grounds in not permitted. According to the law, ‘The Tobacco Act 1987 

bans smoking or vaping on school premises or within 4 metres of any 

pedestrian access point to school premises.’ 

Please do not smoke or vape on the school grounds.

• If your child needs to bring a mobile phone to school it must be 

handed into the teacher in the morning where it will be stored 

in a secured location and returned to them in the afternoon.                      

Please refer to the Mobile phone policy on the school website.

• As there is no supervision on the playground area in the morning, 

the playground is out of bounds and children are not to play on 

the playground before school.

• The front drive through area between the Church and the School 

operates as a drive through zone only before school.

• Due to a few near misses, those who wish to park and bring

their child into class must use the back car park area.

There is now no parental parking in bays outside the front of 

the Church.

Parents and Friends Group
Here at SMMPS we have a Parents Group that volunteer their time for fundraising 

events.  For example, events like the Feast Day BBQ, canteen distribution roster, 

Mother’s Day and Father’s Day stalls, our annual colour run and lots more….

The Parents Group have a whatsapp group for communication. When there is an 

event where we require volunteers, it is discussed on the app and if you are free 

and would like to help out you can volunteer yourself by responding on the group chat.  

The Parent Group meet every couple of weeks on a Friday afternoon to discuss any 

upcoming fundraising events. 

You are most welcome to come along to the meetings.

If you would to be part of the app, please email me at 

kdoherty@mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au and I will pass your number onto the group. 

Thanks, Kellie Doherty

mailto:kdoherty@mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au
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St Mary MacKillop Annual Book Parade

Book week is always an exciting time at St Mary 

MacKillop and this year was no exception. We had our 

annual Book Week parade on Monday, where students 

dressed up as their beloved book characters. We had 

Joel Selwood, Elon Musk, Taylor Swift, Princesses, 

Fairies, and Pig the Pug, just to name a few. The buzz in 

the hall and across the school on Monday was magical. 

Thank you to all the families who helped prepare the 

costumes and attended the parade. It’s so exciting to see 

that reading is loved and treasured in our community.
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Upcoming Events 2024  

Term 3: 15 July-20 September

Thursday 29 August & Friday 30 August

Father’s Day Stall

Friday 30 August

Father’s Day Breakfast 7.30am to 8.45am

Tuesday 3 September

School Closure Day-See page 1

Friday 20 September

Last day of Term 3

Students finish @ 1.00pm
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