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It certainly has been a big couple of weeks in the life of Catholic 

education. 

Last week the Archdiocese of Melbourne celebrated Catholic Education 

Week, where we acknowledged everything good and unique about our 

schools.

A recent survey has highlighted the enduring benefits associated with 

Catholic schools in Australia.

Lifelong Advantages of Catholic Education

A study conducted by the Centre for International Research on Education 

Systems (CIRES) at Victoria University, utilizing data from the Household, 

Income and Labour Dynamics in Australia (HILDA) Survey, revealed 

significant lifelong benefits for individuals who attended Catholic schools. 

Key findings include:

▪ Higher Employment Rates and Wages: Catholic school graduates are 

more likely to be employed and tend to earn higher wages compared 

to those who attended government schools, with wage differences 

ranging from 4% to 11%.

▪ Enhanced Life Satisfaction and Health: Attendees of Catholic schools 

generally report higher levels of life satisfaction and better personal 

health outcomes.
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• Community Contribution: Graduates are more inclined to work in 

industries that contribute positively to the public good and are more 

likely to donate to charitable causes. 

We would hope in some small way, St. Mary MacKillop Primary School 

play our part in working towards achieving these great results.

I stand as a very proud Principal of our school. We have great 

teachers, wonderful children and supportive families. I am confident 

that our teachers provide engaging learning opportunities for our 

children and I trust that they support the children as they navigate the 

complexities of life’s journey. They are children, between the ages of 

5-12 years, but as young as they are, they are trying to navigate their 

way. It is not easy, but I am proud of the fact that they are able to do 

so, in a safe and caring environment.

Our Catholic school is a great Catholic school.

On Monday March 17 our Church celebrated the Feast of St. Patrick. 

St. Patrick holds a special place in the hearts of many Melbourne 

Catholics, especially given the city’s strong Irish Catholic heritage. In 

the 19th century, a large influx of Irish immigrants helped shape the 

religious and cultural landscape of Melbourne. They brought with them 

a deep devotion to St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, which 

became embedded in the identity of local Catholic communities.
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Today, St. Patrick remains a symbol of faith, resilience, and 

cultural pride. St Patrick’s Cathedral in Melbourne is not only a 

spiritual centre but also a monument to the Irish Catholic legacy. 

It's often at the heart of major religious events, and St. Patrick’s 

Day is still widely celebrated with Masses, festivals, and community 

gatherings, reinforcing both cultural ties and religious devotion.

The icon of St Patrick, displayed in St Patrick's Cathedral, Melbourne.

Last Friday, our School Captains; Adrian Atkinson, Amelia Clements,  

Zulum Ikediashi, Mietta DeLuca, Brian de Vellis and Alyssa Georgiou, 

together with Seirra Borg, our Student Jubilee Ambassador, Natalie Mulford 

(Religious Education Leader) Anne-Marie Aprile (Year 6 teacher and Jubilee 

Ambassador) and myself attended the Catholic Education Week Mass at 

St. Patrick’s Cathedral with representatives from the 291 Catholic schools 

across the  Melbourne Archdiocese. It was a tremendous celebration of our 

faith and for me a very moving Liturgy. Please see a full report from the 

children below.

At the conclusion of Mass, a new icon to St. Patrick was unveiled. If you would 

like to know more about the icon; please visit this site: 

https://melbournecatholic.org/news/a-doorway-to-eternity-st-patricks-

cathedral-gets-a-new-icon

On Wednesday March 19, we celebrated the Feast of St. Joseph, honoring the 

foster father of Jesus and the protector of the Holy Family. St. Joseph is a model 

of humility, faith, and hard work, reminding us of the importance of trust in 

God’s plan and selfless service to others.

For St. Mary MacKillop, Australia’s first saint, devotion to St. Joseph was central 

to her faith and mission. She placed the Josephite Sisters under his patronage, 

drawing inspiration from his strength, humility, and unwavering dedication. Like 

St. Joseph, Mary MacKillop believed in trusting God completely and serving those 

in need with a generous heart.

As a school community, we are invited to reflect on St. Joseph’s virtues—his 

quiet faith, hard work, and compassionate leadership. May his example inspire 

us to be people of integrity, care, and service in our daily lives and especially in 

the care of our children.
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Let us always seek St. Joseph’s guidance and, like St. Mary 

MacKillop, embrace his spirit of faith and dedication. St. 

Joseph, pray for us!

Next Thursday 3 April, many our Year 3 children will be 

receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time 

at 12 pm in our Church of St. Mary MacKillop.

On Tuesday 18 March Tuesday evening, Natalie Mulford 

(Religious Education Leader) facilitated a Reconciliation Family 

Formation session. This gathering is a vital part of our shared 

mission with the Church, as we continue to make Christ known 

to others. Through this session, we aim to support families in 

deepening their understanding of the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation.

Reconciliation is often one of the least practiced sacraments, 

yet it offers profound healing and peace. By guiding our 

children and families in recognizing its significance, we help 

them embrace the grace and renewal that this sacrament 

provides. It is a great opportunity to journey together in faith.

It is important to reflect on the significance of the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation, a vital aspect of our spiritual journey as 

Catholics. This sacrament, also known as Confession or 

Penance, offers us a profound opportunity to experience God's 

mercy, restore our relationship with Him, and renew our hearts 

in His grace.

Anthony McCluskey
Principal

Reconciliation allows us to acknowledge our sins, seek forgiveness, and receive 

spiritual healing through the priest, who acts as Christ’s representative. 

By sincerely confessing our wrongdoings, expressing true contrition, and 

committing to amend our lives, we open ourselves to God's boundless love 

and the joy of renewal.

This sacrament is not just about seeking pardon but also about embracing 

God’s call to conversion. It reminds us that through God’s mercy, we can always 

return to Him. Furthermore, Reconciliation fosters peace within our hearts and 

strengthens our relationships with others, reinforcing the values of compassion, 

humility, and love.

As a school rooted in Catholic values; may we always strive to live in His light and 

extend His mercy to those around us.

Have a happy last week of term everybody.
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• If your child needs to bring a mobile phone to school it must be 

handed into the teacher in the morning where it will be stored 

in a secured location and returned to them in the afternoon.                      

Please refer to the Mobile phone policy on the school website.

• As there is no supervision on the playground area and the oval are 

in the morning, these areas are out of bounds and children are 

not to play on the playground or the oval before school.

• The front drive through area between the Church and the School 

operates as a drive through zone only before school.

• Due to a few near misses, those who wish to park and bring

their child into class must use the back car park area.

There is now no parental parking in bays outside the front of 

the Church.

REMINDERS

• The basketball court is used as a carpark in the morning and afternoon. 

The safety of our children is of utmost importance and therefore I ask 

that you take extra care when driving in the carpark areas. The speed 

limit is 5km per hour and there is to be no double parking at all. 

Please only park in the designated parking spots and 

do not park on the artificial turf or in pedestrian 

walk ways. Thank you for taking the safety of 

our children seriously. 

• From time to time our children forget to bring their lunch to school or a 

lunch order is ordered for the wrong day and we ask parents to bring in 

the missing lunch. In order to continue with our healthy eating 

expectations we ask that parents do not bring in take away food such 

as McDonalds, KFC etc. If you do need to purchase lunch for your child 

we ask that you purchase things such as sushi, sandwiches or wraps. 

• The School opens at 8.30am and children can enter the classroom at 

8.50am. Please do not drop children off prior to 8.30am. If you need 

to bring your child to school before 8.30am please book them into the 

before school hours program.

• St Mary MacKillop is a ‘Smoke Free Zone’ and smoking on the school 

grounds in not permitted. According to the law, ‘The Tobacco Act 1987 

bans smoking or vaping on school premises or within 4 metres of any 

pedestrian access point to school premises.’

Please do not smoke or vape on the school grounds.

2025 Term Dates

Term 1: 31 January-04 April 2025

(Good Friday 18 April-Easter Monday 21 April)

Term 2: 22 April-04 July 2025

Term 3: 21 July-19 September 2025

Term 4: 6 October-16 December 2025

(Year 6 finish Friday 12 December)











Upcoming Events 2025

Term 1: 31 January-04 April

Tuesday 01 April and Wednesday 02 April

School Photos

Thursday 03 April

Year 3 Reconciliation @ 12pm in the Church

Friday 04 April

Last day of Term 1-All Students finish @ 1pm

(Good Friday 18 April-Easter Monday 21 April)

Term 2: 22 April-04 July 2025

Tuesday 22 April

First day of term 2

Thursday 24 April

Easter Celebration/Parade @ 9.00am

Friday 25 April

Anzac Day Public Holiday

Upcoming Events 2025
Continued….

Friday 02 May

2026 Enrolments Due

Monday 05 May to Friday 16 May

2026 Prep Enrolment Interviews-New Families

Wednesday 14 May

School Closure Day-details soon

Wednesday 21 May

2026 Prep Offers Issued

Saturday 21 May

Year 3 First Holy Communion

10.30am and 12.30pm

Friday 06 June

2026 Enrolment Offers Due

More dates to come…..


