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Hello Everyone,

Welcome back to Term Two and all the good it promises to bring. As people 

of hope, we will all rise to the occasion and be our best selves—for our 

children and for one another.

I trust you were able to find some time to rest over the past weeks. That 

said, I understand that family responsibilities and personal commitments 

can sometimes make for a really busy time. At the very least, I hope you 

found a moment to enter into the spirit of Holy Week and Easter.

As we begin this new term, I offer a simple reflection that encourages us to 

be Easter people. Easter is a season of renewal—a time to begin again in 

our relationships with ourselves, our families, our friends and our 

neighbours.

Let’s embrace this invitation to renewal and rise to the challenge of 

being Easter people in all that we do.

EASTER BLESSING

In this Easter Season; "Let us look again at the lives we have been so 

generously given and let us let fall away the useless baggage that we carry 

- old pains, old habits, old ways of seeing and feeling - and let us have 

the courage to begin again. Life is very short, and we are no sooner here 

than it is time to depart again, and we should use to the full the time that 

we still have.

Staying Connected No.5, 24 April, 2025  

We don't realise all the good we can do. A kind, encouraging word or 

helping hand can bring many a person through dark valleys in their 

lives. We weren't put here to make money or to acquire status or 

reputation. We were sent here to search for the light of Easter in our 

hearts, and when we find it, we are meant to give it away generously. 

The dawn that rises in the Easter morning is a gift to our hearts and 

we are meant to celebrate it and to carry away the gifts of healing 

and light and the courage of a new beginning."

John O'Donohue

Dawn Mass Reflections at Corcomroe Abbey, Ireland.

In the words of Mary MacKillop, which she wrote in 1898, "God be 

praised."

Yes, "God be praised" for giving us the Easter experience, so that 

we might be people of hope, always prepared to begin again.

Have a happy term,

Anthony McCluskey
Principal

http://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/
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Learning of Phonics

At St Mary MacKillop Primary School we teach Phonics in a structured and 

sequential manner, where our children begin with the simplest sounds and gradually 

move to more complex sound-letter patterns. Our teachers use a range of ways to 

engage our students in these Phonics lessons.

The following are some examples of our Year 2 Term 1 Phonics learning.



St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students deserve, 

as a fundamental right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglet.

• If your child needs to bring a mobile phone to school it must be 

handed into the teacher in the morning where it will be stored 

in a secured location and returned to them in the afternoon.                      

Please refer to the Mobile phone policy on the school website.

• As there is no supervision on the playground area and the oval are 

in the morning, these areas are out of bounds and children are 

not to play on the playground or the oval before school.

• The front drive through area between the Church and the School 

operates as a drive through zone only before school.

• Due to a few near misses, those who wish to park and bring

their child into class must use the back car park area.

There is now no parental parking in bays outside the front of 

the Church.

REMINDERS

• The basketball court is used as a carpark in the morning and afternoon. 

The safety of our children is of utmost importance and therefore I ask 

that you take extra care when driving in the carpark areas. The speed 

limit is 5km per hour and there is to be no double parking at all. 

Please only park in the designated parking spots and 

do not park on the artificial turf or in pedestrian 

walk ways. Thank you for taking the safety of 

our children seriously. 

• From time to time our children forget to bring their lunch to school or a 

lunch order is ordered for the wrong day and we ask parents to bring in 

the missing lunch. In order to continue with our healthy eating 

expectations we ask that parents do not bring in take away food such 

as McDonalds, KFC etc. If you do need to purchase lunch for your child 

we ask that you purchase things such as sushi, sandwiches or wraps. 

• The School opens at 8.30am and children can enter the classroom at 

8.50am. Please do not drop children off prior to 8.30am. If you need 

to bring your child to school before 8.30am please book them into the 

before school hours program.

• St Mary MacKillop is a ‘Smoke Free Zone’ and smoking on the school 

grounds in not permitted. According to the law, ‘The Tobacco Act 1987 

bans smoking or vaping on school premises or within 4 metres of any 

pedestrian access point to school premises.’

Please do not smoke or vape on the school grounds.

2025 Term Dates

Term 1: 31 January-04 April 2025

(Good Friday 18 April-Easter Monday 21 April)

Term 2: 22 April-04 July 2025

Term 3: 21 July-19 September 2025

Term 4: 6 October-16 December 2025

(Year 6 finish Friday 12 December)











Upcoming Events 2025

Term 2: 22 April-04 July 2025

Friday 25 April

Anzac Day Public Holiday

Friday 02 May

2026 Enrolments Due

Monday 05 May to Friday 16 May

2026 Prep Enrolment Interviews-New Families

Thursday 08 May and Friday 09 May

Mother’s Day Stall

Friday 09 May

Mother’s Day Breakfast

7.30am to 8.45am in the Hall-Flyer will be emailed shortly

Wednesday 14 May

School Closure Day-details soon

Wednesday 21 May

2026 Prep Offers Issued

Upcoming Events 2025
Continued….

Saturday 21 May

Year 3 First Holy Communion

10.30am and 12.30pm

Friday 06 June

2026 Enrolment Offers Due

Friday 20 June, Monday 23 June and Monday 30 June

Teeth on Wheels

Saturday 21 June

Year 6 Confirmation

10am and 12pm

Monday 23 June to Friday 27 June

Prep 2026 Existing Family Interviews

Friday 04 July

Last Day of Term 2

Students finish @ 1pm


