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Hello Everyone,

Pope Francis was described as a "Pope among the people, with an open 

heart towards everyone," highlighting his unwavering commitment to 

compassion and inclusivity. "Rich in human warmth and deeply sensitive to 

the challenges of our time, Pope Francis truly shared in the anxieties, 

sufferings, and hopes of a globalised world."

Pope Francis tirelessly advocated for refugees and displaced people. He 

was dedicated to the poor and marginalised. He was truly a Pope for the 

people — a compassionate and humble leader.

As the Cardinals gather in Rome to elect a new Pope; we pray that they are 

inspired by the Holy Spirit to elect a Pope who will continue to lead us with 

a vison for an inclusive and merciful Church in the spirit of Francis.

The month of May is traditionally dedicated to Mary, the mother of Jesus. 

We ask that Mary intercedes on behalf of the Church at this time of 

electing a new Pope.

May we be inspired by Pope Francis’ example as we live our own lives, 

reaching out with compassion to people from all walks of life.

And as always, we look to the Hail Mary as perhaps one of the most 

powerful prayers we can pray.
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SCHOOL CLOSURE-Wednesday 14 May

All staff must do a number of hours study, per year, in the sphere of 

Religious Education to maintain accreditation to teach in a Catholic School. 

This is a requirement of our employer, MACS.

Next Wednesday, 14 May, SMMPS will be closed to all students as staff 

will gather at the Hume Global Learning Centre in Sunbury for a day of 

reflection on the Year of Jubilee, guided by facilitator Mark Walsh, a 

dynamic and creative facilitator with expertise in formation, spirituality, 

adult education, biblical studies, and retreats. He brings a wealth of 

experience working with schools, religious congregations, and parish groups 

both across Australia and internationally.

The day will include experiential formation through scripture, pilgrimage, 

and prayer. 

I appreciate your support as staff undergo this professional and personal 

learning, so as to improve student outcomes in the area of Religious 

Education.

Anthony McCluskey
Principal



St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students deserve, as a fundamental 

right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect.
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• If your child needs to bring a mobile phone to school it must be 

handed into the teacher in the morning where it will be stored 

in a secured location and returned to them in the afternoon.                      

Please refer to the Mobile phone policy on the school website.

• As there is no supervision on the playground area and the oval are 

in the morning, these areas are out of bounds and children are 

not to play on the playground or the oval before school.

• The front drive through area between the Church and the School 

operates as a drive through zone only before school.

• Due to a few near misses, those who wish to park and bring

their child into class must use the back car park area.

There is now no parental parking in bays outside the front of 

the Church.

REMINDERS

• The basketball court is used as a carpark in the morning and afternoon. 

The safety of our children is of utmost importance and therefore I ask 

that you take extra care when driving in the carpark areas. The speed 

limit is 5km per hour and there is to be no double parking at all. 

Please only park in the designated parking spots and 

do not park on the artificial turf or in pedestrian 

walk ways. Thank you for taking the safety of our 

children seriously. 

• From time to time our children forget to bring their lunch to school or a 

lunch order is ordered for the wrong day and we ask parents to bring in 

the missing lunch. In order to continue with our healthy eating 

expectations we ask that parents do not bring in take away food such 

as McDonalds, KFC etc. If you do need to purchase lunch for your child 

we ask that you purchase things such as sushi, sandwiches or wraps. 

• The School opens at 8.30am and children can enter the classroom at 

8.50am. Please do not drop children off prior to 8.30am. If you need 

to bring your child to school before 8.30am please book them into the 

before school hours program.

• St Mary MacKillop is a ‘Smoke Free Zone’ and smoking on the school 

grounds in not permitted. According to the law, ‘The Tobacco Act 1987 

bans smoking or vaping on school premises or within 4 metres of any 

pedestrian access point to school premises.’

Please do not smoke or vape on the school grounds.

2025 Term Dates

Term 1: 31 January-04 April 2025

(Good Friday 18 April-Easter Monday 21 April)

Term 2: 22 April-04 July 2025

Term 3: 21 July-19 September 2025

Term 4: 6 October-16 December 2025

(Year 6 finish Friday 12 December)









Upcoming Events 2025

Term 2: 22 April-04 July 2025

Thursday 08 May and Friday 09 May

Mother’s Day Stall

Friday 09 May

Mother’s Day Breakfast

7.30am to 8.45am in the Hall

Monday 12 May to Friday 16 May

2026 Prep Enrolment Interviews-New Families

Wednesday 14 May

School Closure Day-Year of Jubilee

Wednesday 21 May

2026 Prep Offers Issued

Upcoming Events 2025
Continued….

Saturday 31 May

Year 3 First Holy Communion

10.30am and 12.30pm

Friday 06 June

2026 Enrolment Offers Due

Friday 20 June, Monday 23 June and Monday 30 June

Teeth on Wheels

Saturday 21 June

Year 6 Confirmation

10am and 12pm

Monday 23 June to Friday 27 June

Prep 2026 Existing Family Interviews

Friday 04 July

Last Day of Term 2

Students finish @ 1pm


