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Hello Everyone,

As it comes to the end of Term Two; I thank the children for their engagement. 
Recently, the Western Regional Manager visited our school and commented 
most positively on the behaviour and level of engagement our children 
demonstrated. I appreciate there are occasionally ‘hiccups’ as children 
navigate their way through life, but in the main our kids are respectful and 
responsible.

I thank all our staff for their dedication and commitment to your child’s care 
and education. We truly do have an exceptionally positive staff group of 
generous, kind and giving people. I also thank our priests, Monsignor Portelli 
and Fr. Vinh who support the children in celebrating the Sacraments.

This first half of the year, in particular, has seen our priests support our 
children in Years 3 and 6 with the reception of the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
and Eucharist for the first time and the Sacrament of Confirmation.  I know 
many families send their children to Catholic schools to ensure their children 
receive the Sacraments of the Church. It truly is a time of celebration for us all.
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St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students deserve, as a fundamental 

right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect.

As a Catholic school we have recently celebrated some significant 
Feast Days in the Church.

As I grow older, I appreciate more and more the significance of the saints 
who have modelled the way for us. The Sacred Heart of Jesus and the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary remind us of the great love and compassion Jesus 
and his mother; Mary have for each one of us. 

http://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/


St Peter reminds us that even in our weakness and failure—like when he denied 
Jesus—we can be forgiven, strengthened, and called to lead. His life is a 
testimony to faith, humility, and steadfast love.

St Paul reminds us that no past is beyond redemption. Once a persecutor of 
Christians, he was transformed by Christ’s light and became one of the greatest 
evangelisers the Church has ever known. His life speaks to courage, conviction, 
and the power of conversion.

Together, they remind us that God calls each of us—despite our flaws and 
differences—to be bold witnesses of the Gospel. Their feast invites us to live 
with passion, to speak truth with love, and to place our trust in God’s plan for 
our lives.

Remember; 

School finishes for Term Two at 1:00pm tomorrow Friday 4 July 2025.
We look forward to welcoming everyone back for Term Three on Tuesday 22 
July 2025.

Please try and have some rest over the next two weeks. I know how busy it is, 
juggling all the responsibilities associated with your children. I will also be busy 
juggling the expectations of six grandchildren! However, it is good not to be 
rushing in the morning and maybe moving at a slightly slower pace.

Go well everyone and keep safe,

Anthony McCluskey
Principal

SCHOOL CLOSURE-MONDAY 21 JULY

NEXT TERM COMMENCES ON TUESDAY 22 JULY.

Staff from Catholic schools in our zoned region will be participating in 

an Accreditation School Closure Day on Monday 21 July at Hyatt Place 

Essendon Fields. 

This day is being facilitated by Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic 

Schools (MACS) and promises to be a rich and dynamic experience 

with keynote speaker Dr Joel Hodge, targeted workshops, an engaging 

panel session, and a concluding Instructional Eucharistic Liturgy led 

by Fr Mark Reynolds. The event aims to support spiritual growth, 

pedagogical excellence, and missional clarity for all participants.

This is essential learning in our Catholic context and is necessary to 

ensure all of our staff remain accredited to teach in a Catholic 

school, as mandated by MACS. Thank you for your support.
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• If your child needs to bring a mobile phone to school it must be 

handed into the teacher in the morning where it will be stored 

in a secured location and returned to them in the afternoon.                      

Please refer to the Mobile phone policy on the school website.

• As there is no supervision on the playground area and the oval are 

in the morning, these areas are out of bounds and children are 

not to play on the playground or the oval before school.

• The front drive through area between the Church and the School 

operates as a drive through zone only before school.

• Due to a few near misses, those who wish to park and bring

their child into class must use the back car park area.

There is now no parental parking in bays outside the front of 

the Church.

REMINDERS

• The basketball court is used as a carpark in the morning and afternoon. 

The safety of our children is of utmost importance and therefore I ask 

that you take extra care when driving in the carpark areas. The speed 

limit is 5km per hour and there is to be no double parking at all. 

Please only park in the designated parking spots and 

do not park on the artificial turf or in pedestrian 

walk ways. Thank you for taking the safety of our 

children seriously. 

• From time to time our children forget to bring their lunch to school or a 

lunch order is ordered for the wrong day and we ask parents to bring in 

the missing lunch. In order to continue with our healthy eating 

expectations we ask that parents do not bring in take away food such 

as McDonalds, KFC etc. If you do need to purchase lunch for your child 

we ask that you purchase things such as sushi, sandwiches or wraps. 

• The School opens at 8.30am and children can enter the classroom at 

8.50am. Please do not drop children off prior to 8.30am. If you need 

to bring your child to school before 8.30am please book them into the 

before school hours program.

• St Mary MacKillop is a ‘Smoke Free Zone’ and smoking on the school 

grounds in not permitted. According to the law, ‘The Tobacco Act 1987 

bans smoking or vaping on school premises or within 4 metres of any 

pedestrian access point to school premises.’

Please do not smoke or vape on the school grounds.

2025 Term Dates

Term 3: 21 July-19 September 2025

Term 4: 6 October-16 December 2025

(Year 6 finish Friday 12 December)





Upcoming Events 2025

Term 2: 22 April-04 July 2025

Friday 04 July

Last Day of Term 2

Students finish @ 1pm

Term 3: 22 July-19 September 2025

Monday 21 July

School Closure Day-see message from the Principal

Tuesday 22 July

First day of Term 3-school starts @ 9am

Monday 28 July (note change of date)

Parent Teacher Conversations 3.30pm to 6pm

Wednesday 30 July

Parent Teacher Conversations 12.30pm to 6pm

Tuesday 05 August

100 days of Prep

Friday 08 August

Mary MacKillop Feast Day

Friday 15 August

Feast of the Assumption

Upcoming Events 2025 Cont…..

Monday 18 August

School Closure Day-All Staff First Aid Training 

Monday 25 August to Friday 29 August

Book Fair

Friday 19 September

Last Day of Term 3

Students finish @ 1pm


