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St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students deserve, as a fundamental right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect.

Hi Everyone,

I hope you are all well and that your children are settling happily into 
their new classes and routines.

I am incredibly proud of our school community and the joy evident among 
the children. I am also deeply appreciative of our teachers, whose care, 
dedication and attentiveness ensure that every child is known, supported 
and okay.

VISION FOR ENGAGEMENT

I commend our teachers on their commitment to the MACS mandated 
policy; Vision for Engagement. This policy is about maintaining a clear 
and deliberate focus on ensuring classroom practice consistently aligns 
with the spirit, language and expectations of the Vision for Engagement.
The six engagement practices include:

• teaching respectful behaviour (not simply expecting it; but explicitly 
teaching it!) 

• fostering belonging (inclusion is of absolute paramount importance) 

• focusing on attendance

• promoting mental health and wellbeing 

• enabling motivation

• targeting individual learning needs 

VISION AND MISSION

School Vision Statements are a shared expression of who we are as a Catholic 

learning community, the direction we are heading, and what we collectively aspire 

to for our students. Aligned to the MACS vision of Forming Lives to Enrich the 

World, they provide clarity of purpose and a shared moral direction for our work.

In the spirit of St Mary MacKillop, our Vision is not intended to be an exercise in 

words, but a living statement — one that calls us to notice the needs before us, to 

act with courage and compassion, and to ensure that our beliefs are made visible 

through our daily practice, decisions and relationships.

For many years now, we have deliberately called on the spirit of St Mary 

MacKillop to guide our work. Her vision was simple, yet profoundly demanding:

“Never see a need without doing something about it.” (1871)

As a school community; staff, parents and children, we share this vision. It is lived 

in our classrooms, our relationships, and our daily decisions. 

This vision is timeless. It was first articulated by Mary and Fr. Julian Tenison 

Woods, co-founder of the Sisters of St Joseph, 155 years ago, and it continues to 

speak with clarity and authority today.

http://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/


Therefore, we are confident in proclaiming this as our Vision as a school; 

holding steadfast to the wisdom of ages, and committing ourselves anew to 

see the needs before us and to act with courage, compassion and purpose.

What this means for our school can be described in our Mission.

Our Vision calls us to be attentive to the needs of our students, our 

community and our environment. It asks us to move beyond good intentions 

and respond with care, responsibility and purpose.

Living this vision means:

· noticing when something is not working or needs improvement,

· responding with compassion, courage and common sense, and

· acting together in ways that support child-safety, wellbeing and learning.

This reflects Mary MacKillop’s belief in practical faith, faith that is lived 

through action rather than words alone.

St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students deserve, as a fundamental 

right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect.

Anthony McCluskey

Principal

VISION IN PRACTICE

Putting this Vision into action means we live and celebrate our Catholic faith. We respond to 

real needs by making thoughtful changes. All decisions are guided by the best interests of 

students and require ongoing adjustments and flexibility to respond to their needs.

In practice, this looks like:

• engaging in prayer, liturgy and formation

• implementing current research-informed teaching pedagogy within a learning 

environment that is student centred, inclusive, and responsive to the diverse needs of 

all learners (i.e. Vision for Instruction)

• responding proactively to student-safety and wellbeing concerns, and

• setting clear expectations that support consistency and care.

Remember: Pray, Trust, Act, and

"Never see a need without doing something about it." (1871)

Go well, everybody and have a positive week.



St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students deserve, as a fundamental 

right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect.

SCHOOL CAPTAINS 2026

Last week, fourteen outstanding students from our Year 6 cohort applied for the 
limited positions of School Captain for 2026.

Each candidate presented a thoughtful and sincere case as to why they would 
serve our school well as a leader. In the spirit of St Mary MacKillop, leadership 
is not about status or recognition, but about service, responsibility and care for 
others. I am very proud of every student who had the courage to nominate 
themselves and who demonstrated a genuine desire to contribute to the good 
of our community.

Importantly, this process also reflects our strong commitment to student voice. 
By putting themselves forward, each candidate showed a willingness to speak 
with honesty, to be heard, and to take responsibility for representing the views 
and needs of others; an essential part of authentic leadership.

Following a careful process, and in consultation with the Year 6 teachers and 
Senior School Leaders, who know the students well, three School Captains and 
three Vice-Captains have been selected. Their badges will be formally presented 
at a whole-school assembly in the coming weeks.

Congratulations to all candidates for stepping forward in the spirit of service, 
and congratulations to the six students selected for these leadership roles. As St 
Mary MacKillop reminds us, “Never see a need without doing something about 
it.”

We look forward to seeing all of our Year 6 students continue to lead by example —
through kindness, humility, responsibility and action.

CONGRATULATIONS

School Captains 2026-See Photo
• Scarlett Tartaglia
• Sofia Banovski
• Lara Kvesic

Vice Captains 2026-See Photo
• John Toth
• Vi Nguyen
• Shariah Calleja

2026 TERM DATES

TERM 1: Friday 30 January – Thursday 02 April (Good Friday 03 April)

TERM 2: Monday 20 April – Friday 26 June

TERM 3: Monday 13 July – Friday 18 September

TERM 4: Monday 05 October – Tuesday 15 December 

(Year 6 finish Friday 11 Dec)





IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 2026

TERM 1

Monday 9 February

2027 Prep 2027 Enrolments open

Wednesday 11 February

No school for Prep students

Tuesday 17 February 

Parent Teacher Conversations 1pm to 6pm-more details to come

School Advisory Council Meeting @ 6pm

Wednesday 18 February

Ash Wednesday Mass @ 12pm-Year 2 to 6

Parent Teacher Conversations 3.45pm to 6pm-more details to come

Tuesday 24 February

2027 Prep Information and Tour @ 9.30am

Wednesday 4 March

2027 Prep Information and Tour @ 9.30am

Friday 6 March

School Closure for MACS Review 2026-just added to the calendar

Monday 9 March

Labour Day Public Holiday

Tuesday 10 March

Reconciliation Family Faith Evening @ 7pm-MPR

Thursday 12 March

2027 Prep Information and Tour @ 9.30am

Wednesday 11 March to Monday 23 March

Naplan for Years 3 and 5

Monday 23 and Tuesday 24 March

School Photos

Thursday 26 March

Year 3 First Reconciliation @ 12pm

Thursday 2 April

End of Term 1: Students finish @ 1pm

TERM 2

Monday 20 April

School Closure for MACS Review 2026

Friday 1 May

2027 Prep Enrolments Due

Wednesday 6 May

Wonder of Life Ed-Year 5 @ 6.30pm-more details to come

Thursday 7 May

Wonder of Life Ed-Year 6 @ 6.30pm-more details to come

Monday 11 May

2027 Prep New Family Interviews commence

Monday 18 May

2027 Prep Letter of offer issued

Wednesday 20 May

Holy Communion Family Faith Evening @ 7pm-MPR

Friday 29 May

2027 Prep Letter of Acceptance due

Saturday 30 May

Sacraments of the Holy Communion @ 10.30am and 12.30pm

Monday 8 June

King’s Birthday Public Holiday

Wednesday 10 June

Confirmation Family Faith Evening @ 7pm-MPR

Monday 15 June

2027 Prep Existing Family Interviews commence

Saturday 20 June

Sacrament of Confirmation @ 10am and 12pm

Friday 26 June

End of Term 2 Students finish @ 1pm








