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St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students deserve, as a fundamental right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect.

Feast of St Joseph.

Last Thursday (March 19) we acknowledge the Feast of St Joseph, a 

significant figure in our Catholic tradition and a model of quiet strength, 

humility and faith.

As a school community inspired by St Mary MacKillop, this day holds 

particular meaning. Mary had a deep devotion to St Joseph and was 

greatly influenced by his example of trust in God and his willingness to 

act with courage and care. Like Joseph, Mary lived out her faith through 

action;  always responding to the needs of others.

St Joseph reminds us that leadership is not always loud or visible. It is 

often found in the quiet, consistent way we support, guide and care for 

one another. This is reflected beautifully in Mary MacKillop’s words, and 

our school vison, “Never see a need without doing something about 

it.”

At St Mary MacKillop, we see this lived out each day in our students 

and staff;  in acts of kindness, service and compassion within our 

community.

And like St Joseph, we are called to ‘pray, trust and act’; a simple yet 

powerful theme that underpins our year.

May we continue to be inspired by both St Joseph and St Mary 

MacKillop, as we work together to nurture a community grounded in 

faith, care and action.

Have a wonderful week everybody.

Anthony McCluskey

Principal

VACPSP

This week I am attending the Victorian Association of Catholic Primary 
School Principals Conference in Lorne. This is a bi-annual conference. It is a 
week of collegiality, learning and generally ‘catching up’ with friends and 
colleagues from across the State.

http://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/


PLEASE NOTE:

You may have noticed in our last Staying Connected, Important Dates to 

Remember;

School resumes for all students on Monday 20 April 2026.

We had planned a school closure to prepare for review; however, I am very proud 

of our staff who worked with diligence to complete all work required by them in 

one day, on our last School Closure.

Our School Advisory Council approved this decision.

Under our Multi Employer Agreement; Catholic teachers are entitled to a Staff 

Professional Development Day each term. A new date will be announced later in 

the term.

Prep 2027

We have received an unexpectedly high number of applications for Prep 2027. As 

a result, we are currently considering a number of important decisions, including 

how many students we can accommodate and the possibility of introducing a 

fourth Prep class.

This places us in a very positive position and reflects the strong reputation of our 

school as a preferred choice within our local and neighbouring communities.

In line with our enrolment priorities, our first commitment is always to siblings 

of current students. If you have a child due to commence Prep next year, I ask 

that you please submit your application by the end of this week. This will assist 

us greatly in gaining an accurate understanding of enrolment demand for 2027.

https://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-information/online-

enrolment-form/

Thank you for your support.

https://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-information/online-enrolment-form/
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 2026

TERM 1

Wednesday 1 April

Community Picnic-see flyer

Thursday 2 April

End of Term 1: Students finish @ 1pm

TERM 2

Monday 20 April

School commences for Term 2 @ 9.00am

Thursday 23 April

Easter Hat Parade-more details next week

Friday 24 April

MACS 4-year Cyclic Review Commences

Friday 1 May

2027 Prep Enrolments Due

Wednesday 6 May

Wonder of Life Ed-Year 5 @ 6.30pm-more details to come

Thursday 7 May

Wonder of Life Ed-Year 6 @ 6.30pm-more details to come

Monday 11 May

2027 Prep New Family Interviews commence

Wednesday 20 May

Holy Communion Family Faith Evening @ 7pm-MPR

Tuesday 26 May

School Review

Thursday 28 May

School Review

Friday 29 May

2027 Prep Letter of Acceptance due

Saturday 30 May

Sacrament of Holy Communion @ 10.30am and 12.30pm

Monday 8 June

King’s Birthday Public Holiday

Wednesday 10 June

Confirmation Family Faith Evening @ 7pm-MPR

Monday 15 June

2027 Prep Existing Family Interviews commence

Saturday 20 June

Sacrament of Confirmation @ 10am and 12pm

Friday 26 June

End of Term 2 Students finish @ 1pm


