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St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students deserve, as a fundamental right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect.

Hi Everyone,

As we come to the end of Term One 2026, I look back with great 

pride and satisfaction, and look forward in a spirit of hope.

Our children are great kids. They are, in the main; settled, 

responsible, respectful, kind and attentive. Yes, we have our 

hiccups along the way, but the overall sense of calm and order 

in our school is consistently noted by both our community and 

visitors. I am very proud to lead such a wonderful staff team and 

such a fine cohort of children.

Next term we undertake our MACS four-year Cyclical Review. 

This review is an important opportunity for us to reflect on what 

we are doing well and to identify areas where we can continue 

to grow and improve. It will focus on the five key spheres of 

school life: Religious Dimension, Learning and Teaching, Student 

Engagement, School Community, and Leadership and 

Management. At its heart, the review is about strengthening our 

core work in learning and teaching, guided by the Vision for 

Instruction and Vision for Engagement, ensuring that every child 

continues to flourish.

As we enter the final days of Term One, we also move into the 

sacred time of Holy Week; the most significant week in the 

Church’s calendar.

Holy Week invites us to journey with Jesus through the final 

days of His life: from the joy of Palm Sunday, to the gift of the 

Eucharist on Holy Thursday, through the sorrow of Good Friday, 

and into the hope and new life of Easter Sunday. As the image 

below reminds us, a lot can happen in seven days.

We recognise that times might be challenging for some 

families. Life does not always slow down, and for many, there 

can be personal struggles, loss, or uncertainty. As a faith 

community, we hold one another in prayer and support, 

trusting that even in difficult moments, hope is never lost.

Easter is ultimately a story of hope;  a reminder that light 

overcomes darkness, and new life can emerge when we least 

expect it. In the spirit of Mary MacKillop, we are called to 

Pray, Trust and Act; to lean into our faith, to care for one 

another, and to respond with compassion.

http://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/


PLEASE NOTE:

You may have noticed in our last Staying Connected, Important Dates 

to Remember;

School resumes for all students on Monday 20 April 2026.

We had planned a school closure to prepare for review; however, I 

am very proud of our staff who worked with diligence to complete 

all work required by them in one day, on our last School Closure.

Our School Advisory Council approved this decision.

Under our Multi Employer Agreement; Catholic teachers are entitled 

to a Staff Professional Development Day each term. A new date will 

be announced later in the term.

Prep 2027

We have received an unexpectedly high number of applications for 

Prep 2027. As a result, we are currently considering a number of 

important decisions, including how many students we can 

accommodate and the possibility of introducing a fourth Prep class.

This places us in a very positive position and reflects the strong 

reputation of our school as a preferred choice within our local and 

neighbouring communities.

In line with our enrolment priorities, our first commitment is always 

to siblings of current students. If you have a child due to commence 

Prep next year, I ask that you please submit your application by the 

end of this week. This will assist us greatly in gaining an accurate 

understanding of enrolment demand for 2027.

https://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-

information/online-enrolment-form/

Thank you for your support.

May this Holy Week bring peace to your homes, strength in times 

of challenge, and a renewed sense of hope for the days ahead.

Wishing all our families a blessed and hopeful Easter. Have a safe 

and happy Easter break .

Anthony 

https://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-information/online-enrolment-form/
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 2026

TERM 1

Thursday 2 April

End of Term 1: Students finish @ 1pm

TERM 2

Monday 20 April

School commences for Term 2 @ 9.00am

Thursday 23 April

Easter Hat Parade-see flyer

Friday 24 April

MACS 4-year Cyclic Review Commences

Friday 1 May

2027 Prep Enrolments Due

Wednesday 6 May

Wonder of Life Ed-Year 5 @ 6.30pm-more details to come

Thursday 7 May

Mother’s Day stall

Wonder of Life Ed-Year 6 @ 6.30pm-more details to come

Friday 8 May

Mother’s Day stall 

Mother’s Day breakfast-more details early next term

Sunday 10 May

Mother’s Day

Monday 11 May

2027 Prep New Family Interviews commence

Wednesday 20 May

Holy Communion Family Faith Evening @ 7pm-MPR

Tuesday 26 May

School Review

Thursday 28 May

School Review

Friday 29 May

2027 Prep Letter of Acceptance due

Saturday 30 May

Sacrament of Holy Communion @ 10.30am and 12.30pm

Monday 8 June

King’s Birthday Public Holiday

Wednesday 10 June

Confirmation Family Faith Evening @ 7pm-MPR

Monday 15 June

2027 Prep Existing Family Interviews commence

Saturday 20 June

Sacrament of Confirmation @ 10am and 12pm

Friday 26 June

End of Term 2 Students finish @ 1pm


