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Celebrating Our School Community

As a school community, we have much for which to be grateful.

Over the past few weeks, St Mary MacKillop Primary School has 

participated in a Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS) 

School Improvement Framework Review. This review occurs every four 

years and provides an opportunity to reflect on our strengths, 

celebrate our achievements and identify opportunities for continued 

growth.

I am delighted to share that the feedback received was 

overwhelmingly positive.

Our reviewer, Stephen Russell, spent time in classrooms, met with 

staff, students and parents, and examined a wide range of evidence 

relating to teaching, learning, wellbeing, leadership and faith 

formation. Following this process, he assessed our school more highly 

than we had assessed ourselves. He noted that the evidence 

supporting our work was clearly visible and described St Mary 

MacKillop as a high-performing school.
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Among the many positive observations made during the review, three words 

stood out:

Relationships • Care • Love

These words were consistently raised by parents, staff and students during 

focus groups and conversations. More importantly, the reviewer witnessed 

these qualities in action throughout the school. As a Catholic community 

inspired by Saint Mary MacKillop, this affirmation is particularly meaningful.

The review identified many strengths within our school, including:

• A positive and engaging learning culture.

• Strong and respectful relationships between students, families and staff.

• A safe, calm and orderly learning environment.

• High-quality teaching and learning programs that are improving student 

outcomes.

• An inclusive and welcoming community where every child is known and 

valued.

• A strong Catholic identity, guided by the charism of Saint Mary MacKillop and 

our school values.

• A deliberate focus on student wellbeing and engagement.

Effective support structures that cater for the diverse needs of learners.

A commitment to continually improving teaching practice through professional 

learning and collaboration.

http://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/


We are immensely proud of these findings, as they reflect the collective 

efforts of our staff, students and families. The review confirmed that St 

Mary MacKillop is a place where children are encouraged to flourish 

academically, socially, emotionally and spiritually.

While the final report is still being prepared, the recommendations 

provided thus far focus largely on continuing to build upon the many 

strengths already evident in our school. This is encouraging feedback 

and affirms that we are heading in the right direction.

I would like to sincerely thank our parents and carers who participated 

in the review process. Your feedback, support and partnership play a 

vital role in shaping our school community. I am deeply appreciative.

______________________________________________________________

Sharing Our Practice

Last week, we were also proud to host teachers, Principals and MACS 

staff from across the region as part of the Flourishing Learners 

Improvement Network (FLIN). Visitors spent time in classrooms 

observing Mathematics teaching and learning practices.

The feedback received was extremely positive, with many visitors 

commenting on the quality of teaching, the engagement of our students 

and the welcoming culture of our school. We are grateful to our staff 

and students who proudly showcased the wonderful learning taking 

place each day.

First Holy Communion

Congratulations to our Year 3 students who celebrated their First 

Holy Communion on Saturday.

This is a significant milestone in the faith journey of our children 

and families. We thank Natalie Mulford, Monsignor Portelli, Fr. Vin 

and Fr. James, our Year 3 teachers, school staff and families for 

their support and preparation of the children for this special 

sacrament.

The reverence, enthusiasm and joy shown by the children were 

wonderful to witness, and we congratulate them on this important 

step in their faith development.

As we reflect on these recent events, we are reminded of how 

fortunate we are to belong to such a caring, faith-filled and 

supportive community. Together, we continue to live our school 

theme of "Pray, Trust, Act", ensuring that every child is known, 

valued and inspired to flourish.

We really do, “Never see a need without do something about it.”

Go well everybody,

Anthony McCluskey

Principal



PARENT TEACHER CHILD CONVERSATIONS

We have been reflecting on the way we currently conduct Parent Teacher 

Conversations and considering how we might further strengthen the process 

for students, families, and staff.

To this end, we are proposing that Parent Teacher Child Conversations will 

be held on Monday 20 July, between 8:30 am-6:00 pm, as a student-free 

day. We will be offering a hybrid model, allowing families to choose 

between attending conversations in person or online.

This approach would provide families with greater flexibility to engage in 

conversations at a time most convenient to them, whilst also enabling 

teachers to meet with families across the course of the day in a more 

flexible, purposeful, and meaningful manner. We believe this model has the 

potential to strengthen engagement, improve accessibility, and support more 

authentic partnerships between home and school.

Our intention is to create conversations that more actively involve students 

in discussing their learning, progress, strengths, and future goals.

Teachers may invite students into the conversation through reflective 

prompts such as:

• What is something you are proud of learning this year, and why?

• What helps you learn best in the classroom?

• What is something you would like to improve in or learn more about next?

We believe this approach has the potential to strengthen student voice, 

deepen family engagement, and make the conversations more authentic and 

learning-focused.

Reports will be forwarded home on Friday 26 June and the Parent 

Teacher Child Conversations will take place on Monday 20 July, between 

8:30 am-6:00 pm. 
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 2026

TERM 2

Monday 8 June

King’s Birthday Public Holiday

Wednesday 10 June

Confirmation Family Faith Evening @ 7pm-MPR

Monday 15 June

2027 Prep Existing Family Interviews commence

Saturday 20 June

Sacrament of Confirmation @ 10am and 12pm

Friday 26 June

End of Term 2 Students finish @ 1pm

TERM 3

Monday 13 July

Term 3 commences

Tuesday 15 July, Wednesday 16 July and Thursday 23 July

Teeth on Wheels

Monday 20 July – SCHOOL CLOSURE

Parent Teacher Conversations-8.30am to 6.00pm

Monday 27 July to Friday 31 July

Book Fair

Monday 24 August to Monday 31 August

Book Week and Parade

Friday 18 September

End of Term 3 Students finish @ 1pm


