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Celebrating Who We Are

Hi Everyone,

As we reach the end of another busy and rewarding term; I find myself 
reflecting with great gratitude on who we are as a school community and all 
that we have achieved together.

We have much to celebrate.

Over recent weeks, our school participated in the Melbourne Archdiocese 
Catholic Schools Review process. While reviews are designed to examine 
evidence, practices and outcomes, they also provide an opportunity to reflect 
deeply on our identity and culture.

I am delighted to share that the reviewer assessed our school more highly 
than we assessed ourselves. More importantly, he affirmed what many of us 
already know and experience each day.

When speaking with students, parents and staff, and after spending 
considerable time in our classrooms and playgrounds, three words emerged 
repeatedly:

RELATIONSHIPS, CARE and LOVE
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St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students deserve, as a fundamental right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect.

These words are far more than descriptors. They capture the heart of St Mary 
MacKillop School.

The reviewer noted the strong and respectful relationships that exist between 
students, staff and families. He recognised the care shown to one another and the 
genuine sense of belonging that is evident throughout our community. Most 
significantly, he observed that these values are not simply spoken about; they are lived 
every day.

These affirmations belong to all of us. They reflect the collective efforts of our staff, 
students, families and parish community, each of whom contributes to making St Mary 
MacKillop School the special place that it is. The strong relationships, genuine care and 
sense of love identified by the reviewer are not the work of any one person or group; 
they are the result of a community working together with a shared commitment to the 
wellbeing, growth and success of every child. This recognition is something we can all 
celebrate and be proud of.

This term has also been a significant one in the faith life of our school. We 
congratulate our Year 3 students who recently received the Sacrament of First Holy 
Communion and Year 6 students who received the Sacrament of Confirmation last 
Saturday. Thank you to Natalie Mulford, our Year 3 and Year 6 teachers, Bishop Martin 
Ashe, Monsignor Charles Portelli, Fr Vinh, our staff and families for supporting our 
students on this important step in their faith journey.
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As we conclude the term, our theme of Pray, Trust, Act continues to guide us. 
There is much to celebrate, but there is also much to look forward to. The 
review has affirmed our strengths while also helping us identify opportunities to 
continue growing and improving for the benefit of every child.

Thank you for the trust you place in us each day. Thank you for your 
partnership, your encouragement and your support. Together, we continue to 
build a school where every child is known, valued and loved.

As we enter the holiday break, I encourage everyone to take time to rest and 
reconnect with family and friends.

I leave you with these words from Saint Mary MacKillop:

"We have much for which to be thankful." Mary MacKillop, 1873. 

May God bless you and your families, and may you enjoy a safe and restful 
holiday.

Anthony McCluskey
Principal

Mid-Year Reporting

Your child’s formal Mid-Year Report will be available via the Nforma
Parent Portal from 3:00pm today Friday 26 June 2026.

Following the release of reports, we invite you to attend a Parent–Child–
Teacher Conversation on Monday 20 July 2026. These conversations 
provide a valuable opportunity to include your child in discussing their 
learning progress, celebrate their achievements, and identify future goals 
for growth.

We strongly encourage children to attend these meetings. Their presence 
helps them develop ownership of their learning, reflect on their strengths, 
understand areas for improvement, and actively participate in setting goals 
for the future. When students are included in these conversations, they 
gain a deeper understanding of themselves as learners and are empowered 
to take greater responsibility for their learning journey.

To facilitate these meetings, Monday 20 July will be a student-free day.
Parents may choose to book an online meeting (details have been 
forwarded home) or attend a face-to-face meeting in their child’s 
classroom. The choice is yours; whatever is most convenient for your 
family.

These conversations are an ideal opportunity to gain insight into your 
child’s strengths, celebrate their progress, and discuss any challenges they 
may be experiencing.



SRC Report – 15 June

Today, we discussed the meaning of the word mascot. A mascot is a person, 

animal, or character that represents a school, team, or group and helps cheer 

people on and bring good luck.

Mrs Artuso spoke to us about the entries for the PBL Mascot Competition. We 

then looked at all the designs and each chose one that we liked. These selected 

entries will now become part of the shortlist. Mrs Artuso will then share the 

shortlist with staff and the parent community for their feedback and input.

We also discussed some of the great things happening in our school, including 

Cross Country, Dress in Red Day, and some of the fun rewards teachers are 

using in their classrooms, such as a lap of the sunlight, coupons, and Friday Fun 

Day.

One thing that students would like to see added to our school is a Gaga Pit.









IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 2026

TERM 2

Friday 26 June

End of Term 2 Students finish @ 1pm

TERM 3

Monday 13 July

Term 3 commences

Wednesday 15 July, Wednesday 16 July and Thursday 23 July

Teeth on Wheels

Monday 20 July – SCHOOL CLOSURE

Parent Teacher Conversations-8.30am to 6.00pm

Monday 27 July to Friday 31 July

Book Fair-flyer to come

Monday 24 August to Monday 31 August

Book Week

Monday 31 August

Book Parade @ 9.00am in hall

Friday 18 September

End of Term 3 Students finish @ 1pm


