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Hello Everyone,

I trust everyone is going well.

Many of you may already know that our beloved Parish 

Priest; Monsignor Portelli is leaving our parish after 26 years. 

Monsignor has been appointed to the senior position of Dean of St. 

Patrick's Cathedral. We are absolutely delighted for him and celebrate 

this well-deserved appointment. 

In saying that; I will miss him deeply, as I am sure many of you will also 

miss him. He has been a great 'boss', colleague, support, pastoral 

minister and friend to many.

Monsignor Charles Portelli is an exceptional priest whose deep faith, 

pastoral wisdom and genuine love for people have enriched our parish 

and school community in countless ways. He celebrates the liturgy with 

reverence, grace and remarkable finesse; creating worship that is both 

prayerful and deeply engaging. Every Mass is prepared with care, dignity 

and attention to detail, drawing people into a meaningful encounter with 

Christ in the extraordinarily beautiful church which he created.
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St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students deserve, as a fundamental right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect.

His warmth, humility and gentle manner enable people of all ages to feel 

welcome and valued. Whether celebrating the Eucharist, leading the 

Sacraments, or simply sharing time with parishioners and students; Monsignor 

has a unique gift for making each person feel seen and respected. His homilies 

are thoughtful, relevant and inspiring, bringing the Scriptures to life with wisdom, 

compassion and hope.

Our children especially benefit from his presence. His partnership with our 

school is one of our greatest blessings, strengthening the connection between 

parish, school and family.

Monsignor leads not only through his words but through his example. His quiet 

humility, unwavering commitment to the Gospel and genuine care for others, 

reflect the very heart of Christ's ministry. We are deeply grateful for his faithful 

service, leadership and for the blessing he has been to the St Mary MacKillop 

School Community and the Parish of St. Mary of the Assumption.

There will be opportunities to farewell Monsignor;

On Friday 7 August, the Feast of St. Mary MacKillop, Monsignor will celebrate 

his final school Mass with us at 12 Midday. All are welcome.

On Sunday 23 August, the parish will farewell Monsignor at the 5:30pm Mass 

followed by a gathering in the School Hall. All are welcome. See Flyer.

http://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/


And Good Luck to our Girls Soccer Team who are playing in the District 

Finals today.

Have a great week one and all and remember,

‘God will take care of you.’ (St. Mary MacKillop 1874)

Anthony









TERM 4

Monday 5 October

Term 4 commences

Monday 19 October

School Closure Day-Staff Faith Formation

Monday 26 October to Wednesday 28 October

Year 5 Camp

Tuesday 27 October to Thursday 29 October

Year 6 Camp

Monday 2 November

School Closure Day

Tuesday 3 November

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

Wednesday 4 November and Thursday 5 November

Prep 2027 Stay and Play-Session 1 9.15am to 10.15am

Monday 9 November to Wednesday 11 November

Year 4 Camp

Wednesday 11 November and Thursday 12 November

Prep 2027 Stay and Play-Session 2 9.15am to 10.15am

Thursday 26 November

Prep 2027 Meet the Teacher 9.15am to 10.15am

More dates soon…..

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 2026

TERM 3

Tuesday 4 August

100 days of Prep 2.45pm to 3.15pm

Friday 7 August

St Mary MacKillop Feast Day Mass at 12pm

Friday 14 August

Feast of the Assumption-whole school Liturgy at 2.30pm

Monday 24 August to Monday 31 August

Book Week

Monday 31 August

Book Parade @ 9.00am in hall

Thursday 3 September 

Father’s Day Stall

Friday 4 September

Father’s Day Stall and 

Father’s Day Breakfast-more details soon

Sunday 6 September

Father's Day

Friday 18 September

End of Term 3 Students finish @ 1pm


