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Dear Community,

I am proud to present you with a summary of our MACS 4-year Cyclical 
Review Report.

The Review strongly validated the direction of the school over the past four 
years. The recommendations are largely about consolidating, deepening and 
refining what is already working, rather than changing direction.

The key points are:

• Culture and relationships are the foundation of the school’s success. The 
report repeatedly describes St Mary MacKillop as caring, inclusive, 
welcoming, safe and relational. High levels of trust exist between 
leadership, staff, students and families, and the calm, predictable learning 
environment is seen as a major strength.

• Catholic identity is authentic and lived. The charism of St Mary MacKillop 
is clearly visible in the culture, relationships, pastoral care, prayer, liturgy, 
Sacramental life and service of the school. Staff and student perceptions 
of Catholic identity are significantly above MACS averages. 

▪ Teaching and learning have improved significantly. The report recognises 
strong progress in explicit teaching, collaborative planning, curriculum 
coherence, literacy and numeracy practice. Student achievement and 
growth are described positively, with NAPLAN results consistently strong 
and PAT Reading and Mathematics showing around 65% of students at or 
above expected standard—about 5% above the Australian norm.
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• Leadership is viewed very positively. The report recognises the leadership structure, 
investment in staff capability, professional learning, collaborative culture and high 
relational trust. 

• Wellbeing and learning are seen as inseparable. The report recognises the school’s 
strong wellbeing culture, respectful behaviour expectations, SEL work and 
commitment to supporting diverse learners. 

• The community strongly values the school. Families identify relationships, safety, 
support, Catholic values and academic standards as reasons for choosing the school. 
Parents describe the school as feeling like a family and recognise that staff know and 
care for children as individuals.

The three major recommendations for the next four-year School Improvement Plan
are very clear:

1. Consolidate, enrich and refine the instructional framework — strengthen explicit 
teaching, real-time responses to student need, provision for high-potential 
learners, assessment literacy, data use, particularly in Mathematics, teacher 
feedback and leadership of pedagogical change.

2. Enhance Catholic identity and faith culture — strengthen contemporary RE 
pedagogy, deepen the connection between faith and life, and expand formation in 
Catholic Tradition, Scripture, liturgy, Catholic Social Teaching and the Mary 
MacKillop charism.
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3. Bring teaching, learning and wellbeing together as co-drivers of 
improvement — implement the six practices of the Vision for 
Engagement, better respond to individual learning needs and 
adjustments, provide timely feedback, and refine whole-school Social 
Emotional Learning approaches around self-awareness and self-
regulation.

St Mary MacKillop is a strong, relational, faith-filled and improving school 
whose next challenge is not to reinvent itself, but to consolidate its success, 
sharpen consistency and deepen the connection between faith, learning and 
wellbeing.

We have much to celebrate and we will continue working together to create 
an even better school.

Keep well everyone,

Anthony

St Mary MacKillop Annual Book Parade

Step into the magical world of stories and bring your favourite literary 

characters to life!!! Join us for a fun- filled celebration of reading, 

imagination, and community as students and staff showcase their 

favourite books in our annual St Mary MacKillop Book Parade on 

Monday the 31/8/26, 9.10am. Whether you're dressing up as a classic 

hero, a picture-book icon, or a bold adventurer, come share your love of 

stories with our school community. Bring your enthusiasm, cheer on your 

classmates, and let’s make this year's Book Parade an unforgettable 

day!

Costume guidelines - Please ensure all costumes are directly inspired 

by a book character, comfortable to wear throughout the day, and school 

appropriate without any scary elements.
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TERM 4 Continued…..

Tuesday 27 October to Thursday 29 October

Year 6 Camp

Monday 2 November

School Closure Day

Tuesday 3 November

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

Wednesday 4 November and Thursday 5 November

Prep 2027 Stay and Play-Session 1 9.15am to 10.15am

Monday 9 November to Wednesday 11 November

Year 4 Camp

Wednesday 11 November and Thursday 12 November

Prep 2027 Stay and Play-Session 2 9.15am to 10.15am

Thursday 26 November

Prep 2027 Meet the Teacher 9.15am to 10.15am

Thursday 3 December

Annual Christmas Carols @ 6.30pm

Friday 4 December

School Closure-2027 Planning Day

Friday 11 December

Year 6 guard of honour @ 12.45pm

Year 6 finish @ 1pm

Year 6 Graduation @ 7pm in the church

Tuesday 15 December

Last day of the year for Prep to Year 5-students finish @ 1pm

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 2026

TERM 3

Monday 24 August to Monday 31 August

Book Week

Monday 31 August

Book Parade @ 9.00am in hall

Thursday 3 September 

Father’s Day Stall

Friday 4 September

Father’s Day Stall and 

Father’s Day Breakfast-see invite

Sunday 6 September

Father's Day

Thursday 17 September

Footy Day

Friday 18 September

End of Term 3 Students finish @ 1pm

Sunday 20 September

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle-see flyer

TERM 4

Monday 5 October

Term 4 commences

Monday 19 October

School Closure Day-Staff Faith Formation

Monday 26 October to Wednesday 28 October

Year 5 Camp


