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The Value of School Camps

Last week, our Year 5 and Year 6 students had the wonderful opportunity to 
participate in their respective school camps, with Year 5 travelling to Lorne and 
Year 6 making the journey to Sydney. From all reports, both camps were a 
tremendous success, providing our children with experiences, opportunities and 
memories that will remain with them for many years to come.

School camps and the enormous benefits they bring to the lives of young people; 
particularly those in the senior classes. While learning in the classroom is critically 
important, there is something quite special about learning beyond the school 
gates. Camps provide opportunities for children to develop independence, 
resilience, confidence, friendships and a greater sense of responsibility. They 
learn to look after themselves, support one another, overcome challenges and, 
importantly, appreciate the value of being part of a community.

For some children, being away from home and familiar routines can be quite 
challenging. Yet it is often through these experiences that we see the greatest 
personal growth. We see children step outside their comfort zones, try 
something new, overcome their fears and discover that they are capable of more 
than they imagined. We also see wonderful acts of kindness, encouragement and 
friendship that reflect so much of what we value at St Mary MacKillop Primary 
School.

I also acknowledge our parents for placing their trust in us and supporting these 
opportunities. We never take lightly the responsibility of caring for your children 
away from home.
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St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students deserve, as a fundamental right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect.

At St Mary MacKillop, we often speak about the importance of relationships, 
care and love being at the heart of all that we do. School camps are a wonderful 
example of these values in action. They remind us that education is about far 
more than academic achievement. It is about helping young people grow into 
confident, compassionate and capable individuals who care for themselves, for 
others and for the world around them.

Our school theme this year, 'Pray, Trust, Act,' is also beautifully reflected in these 
experiences. Our children learn to trust in themselves, place their trust in others 
and act with kindness, courage and consideration.

I trust our children will look back on these experiences with great affection in the 
years ahead. They are an important part of what makes school life so special.

Having accompanied our Year 6 students to Sydney, I witnessed firsthand the joy, 
excitement and enthusiasm of our children as they experienced so much 
together. It was a privilege to share this journey with them. These are the 
experiences that help shape childhood and create lasting memories.
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Next week, our Year 4 students will have their turn to experience the excitement and 
adventure of school camp as they head off to Mt Evelyn. For many of these children, 
this will be an important opportunity to develop greater independence, build 
confidence, strengthen friendships and experience the joys and challenges of being 
away from home. I trust they will embrace the many opportunities that camp provides, 
try new things, support one another and, above all, have a wonderful time. I am sure 
there will be plenty of stories to share when they return!  We wish everyone a safe, 
enjoyable and memorable camp.

I particularly want to express my sincere gratitude and appreciation to the teachers 
and staff who accompanied our children on both camps and will accompany the 
Year 4 children next week. School camps simply would not happen without their 
generosity, commitment and goodwill. It is important that parents understand that 
attending camp is far more than simply accompanying children on an excursion. Our 
teachers take on a responsibility that is effectively 24 hours a day, caring for the 
physical, social and emotional wellbeing of every child in their care. There are long 
days, interrupted nights, homesick children, and unexpected challenges. It can be 
demanding and exhausting work, yet our staff willingly undertake this responsibility 
because they recognise the value of these experiences for our children.
Go well,

Anthony

Anthony McCluskey

Principal

Any unwanted  picture story books looking for a new home?

A catholic primary school in Papua New Guinea lost all but 10 books due to a 

recent flood which caused considerable damage to the town.   If you would 

like to contribute any picture story books or a novel or two for these 

students to use, I will ensure that they are delivered to the school before 

early December.  A box will be left in the foyer for all donations. Thanks very 

much to those who have already contributed.  Thanks Jennie Monaghan

2027

We are busy planning for 2027. We need to know if 

any families in Prep-Year 5 are leaving us as at the 

end of this school year. 

Could you please email Anthony D’Amico @ 

adamico@mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au

as soon as possible as the teachers are busy working on 

classes for next year. Thank you for your support.
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 2026

TERM 4

Monday 9 November to Wednesday 11 November

Year 4 Camp

Wednesday 11 November and Thursday 12 November

Prep 2027 Stay and Play-Session 2- 9.15am to 10.15am

Thursday 19 November

Multicultural Day

Thursday 26 November

Prep 2027 Meet the Teacher- 9.15am to 10.15am

Thursday 3 December

Annual Christmas Carols @ 6.30pm

Friday 4 December

School Closure-2027 Planning Day

Friday 11 December

Year 6 guard of honour @ 12.45pm

Year 6 finish @ 1pm

Year 6 Graduation @ 7pm in the church

Tuesday 15 December

Last day of the year for Prep to Year 5-students finish @ 1pm


